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A DAM was created righteous and
with the faith of Jesus to innately

govern his daily relationship to his Crea-
tor. To have the faith of Jesus is to have
total trusl in God's law, which is the
transcript of His character. Then mercy
and love become allributes of His per-
fect character, His unchangeable law.
The cross then becomes a spontaneous
response to the sin problem. John 3:16 is
proof of His character, His mercy, His
love: "For God so loved thc world, lhat
hc gave his only begollcn Son, that
whosoever believeth in him should not
perish, but have everlasting life."

What God has done in giving His Son
to take our place can never bemeasured in
words. When we look at Calvary, we are
overwhelmed at what Jesus did in His
humiliation. For a moment, review the
incarnation of Jesus: "In stooping to take
upon Himself humanity, Christ revealed a
character the opposite of the character of
Satan. But He stepped still lower in the
path of humiliation. 'Being found in fash-
ion as a man, he humbled himself, and
became obedient unto death, even the
death of the cross.' Philippians 2:8. As the
high priest laid aside his gorgeous pontifi-
cal robes, and officiated in the white linen
dress of the common priest, so Christ took
the form of a servant, and offered sacri-
fice, Himself the priest, Himself the vic-
tim. 'He was wounded for our transgres-
sions, he wa5 bruised for our iniquities:
the chastisement of our peace was upon
him.' Isaiah 53:5....

"By His life and His death, Christ has
achieved even morc than recovery from the
ruin wrought through sin. It was Satan's
purpose to bring about an eternal separation
between God and man; but in Christ we
become more closely united to God than if
we had never fallen. In taking our nature,
the Saviour has bound Himself to humanity
by a tic that is never to be broken. Through
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the eternal ages He is linked with us. 'God
so loved the world, that He gave His only
begotten Son.' John 3:16. He gave Him not
only to bear ow sins, and to die as our
sacrifice; He gave Him to the fallen race. To
assure us of His immutable counsel of
peace, God gave His only begotten Son to
become one of the human family, forever to
retain His human nature. This is the pledge
that God will fulfill His word. 'Unto LIS a
child is born, unto us ason is given: and the
govemment shall be upon His shoulder.'
Isaiah 9:6. God has adopted human nature
in the person of His Son, and has carried the
same into the highest heaven. It is the 'Son
of man' who shares the throne of the
universe. It is the 'Son ofman' whose name
shall be called, 'Wonderful, Counselor, The
mighty God, The everlasting Father, The
Prince ofPeace.' Isaiah 9:6. The I AM is the
Daysman between God and humanity, lay-
ing His hand upon both. He who is 'holy,
harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners,'
is not ashamed to call us brethren. Hebrews
7:26; 2:11. In Christ the family of earth and
the family of heaven are bound together.
Christ glori fled is our brother. Heaven is
enshrined in humanity, and humanity is
enfolded in the bosom of Infinite Love."
The Desire ojAges, 25-26

Jesus was God, equal with the
Father. He was the Creator of this world.
It was Jesus who spake and it was done.
He commanded and it stood fast. See
Psalm 33:6, 9; Ephesians 3:9; Colos-
sians 1:16. It was this God who volun-
tcered to incarnate Himself in fallen
human nesh. See Romans 1:3; Romans
8:3; Philippians 2:5-10; Hebrews 2:9,
14-18; TheDesireojAges, 49,117

The prophet of the Lord reveals to us
this beautiful truth in these inspired state-
ments: "Christ came to the world to
counteract Satan's falsehood that God had
made a law which men could not keep.
Taking humanity upon Himself, He came
to this earth, and by a life of obedience
showed that God has not made a law that
man eannot keep. He showed that it is
possible for man perfectly to obey the law.
Those who accept Christ as their Saviour,
becoming partakers of His divine nature,

are enabled to follow His example, living
in obedience to every precept of the law.
Through the merits of Christ, man is to
show by his obedience that he could be
trusted in heaven, that he would not
rebel." The Failh I Live By, 114

By His perfect life in our fallen Ilesh
He proved that faUen human beings can
live without sinning, by the power of the
Holy Spirit.

His perfect obedience to His un-
changeable law has now made a way for
man to follow His perfect example. Dis-
obedience to the law brought sin and
death, perfect obedience by the power of
the Holy Spirit brings a life of righteous-
ness and complete peace in the soul. Then
even in adversity we can praise God and
know that God's way is the best way, yes,
the only way. The prophet again gives us
this beautiful explanation: "Nothing can
man devise to supply the place of his lost
robe of innocence. No fig-leaf garment,
no worldly citizen dress, ean be worn by
those who sit down with Christ and angels
at the marriage supper of the Lamb.

"Only the covering which Christ
Himself has provided ·can make us meet
to appear in God's presence. This cover-
ing, the robe of His own righteousness,
Christ will put upon every repenting,
believing soul. 'I counsel thee,' He says,
'to buy of me ... white raiment, that
thou maycst be clothed, and that the
shame of thy nakedness do not appear.'
Revelation 3:18." Ibid., 311

Righteousness by faith is thc gospel
of Jesus offered to us, if we arc willing to
be made willing to obey. If we arc to
entcr in at the gales of the New
Jerusalem, we must strive to enter in.
"Strive to enter in at the strait gate: for
many, I say unto you, will seek to enter
in, and shall not be able." Luke 13:24.
Sec Testimonies, vol. 3, 106-107

From the Old Testamcnt we read the
inspired words of the prophet Isaiah: "1 wiJl
greatly rcjoiee in the Lord, my soul shall be
joyful in my God; for he hath clothed me
with the garmcnts of s<dvation, he hath
covered me with the robe of rightcou<mess,
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Without aWedding Garment
THE parable of the wedding garment

opens before us a lesson of the
highest consequence. By the marriage is
represented the union of humanity with
divinity; the wedding garment repre-
sents the character which all must
possess who shall be accounted fit
guests for the wedding.

In this parable, as in that of the great
supper, are illustrated the gospel invita-
tion, its rejection by the Jewish people,
and the call of mercy to the Gentiles. But
on the part of those who reject the invita-
tion, this parable brings to view a deeper
insult and a more dreadful punishment.
The call to the feast is a Icing's invitation.
It proceeds from one who is vested with
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power to command. It confers high honor.
Yet the honor is unappreciated. The king's
authority is despised. While the house-
holder's invitation was regarded with in-
difference, the Icing's is met with insult
and murder. They treated his servants with
scorn, despitefully using them and slaying
them.

The householder, on seeing his invi-
tation slighted, declared that none of the
men who are bidden should taste of his
supper. But for those who had done
despite to the king, more than exclusion
from his presence and his table is
decreed. "He sent forth his armies, and
destroyed those murderers, and burned
up their city." Matthew 22:7

Ellen G. White

In both parables the feast is provided
with guests, but the second shows that
there is a preparation to be made by all
who attend the feast. Those who neglect
this preparation are cast out. "The king
came in to see the guests," and "saw
there a man which had not on a wedding
garment; and he saith unto him, Friend,
how camest thou in hither not having a
wedding garment? And he was speech-
less. Then said the king to the servants,
Bind him hand and foot, and take him
away, and cast him into outer darkness;
there shall be weeping and gnashing of
teeth." Matthew 22:11-13
The call to the feast had been given

by Christ's disciples. Our Lord had sent
out the twelve and afterward the seventy,
proclaiming that the kingdom of God
was at hand, and calling upon men to
repent and believe the gospel. But the
call was not heeded. Those who are
bidden to the feast did not come. The
servants were sent out later to say, "Be_
hold, I have prepared my dinner: my
oxen and my fallings are killed, and all
things are ready: come unto the mar-
riage." Matthew 22:4. This was the mes-
sage borne to the Jewish nation after the
crucifixion of Christ; but the nation that
claimed to be God's peculiar people
rejected the gospel brought to them in
the power of the Holy Spirit. Many did
this in the most scornful manner. Others
were so exasperated by the offer of
salvation, the offer of pardon for reject-
ing the Lord of glory, that they turned
upon the bearers of the message. There
was "a great persecution." Acts 8:1.
Many both of men and women were
thrust into prison, and some of the
Lord's messengers, as Stephen and
James, were put to death.

Thus the Jewish people sealed their
rejection of God's mercy. The result was
foretold by Christ in the parable. The
king "sent forth his armies, and de-
stroyed those murderers, and burned up
their city." Matthew 22:7. The judgment
pronounced carne upon the Jews in the
destruction of Jerusalem and the scatter-
ing of the nation.
The third call to the feast represents

the giving of the gospel to the Gentiles.
The king said, "The wedding is ready,
but they which were bidden were not
worthy. Go ye therefore into the high-
ways, and as many as ye shall find, bid
to the marriage." Verses 8-9

The king's servants who went out
into the highways "gathered together all
as many as they found, both bad and



When we submit ourselves to Christ, the heart
is united with His heart, the will is merged in
His will, the mind becomes one with His mind,
the thoughts are brought into captivity to Him;
we live His life

good." Verse 10. It was a mixed com-
pany. Some of them had no more real
regard for the giver of the feast than had
the ones who rejected the call. The class
first bidden could not afford, they
thought, to sacrifice any worldly advan-
tage for the sake of attending the king's
banquet. And of those who accepted the
invitation, there were some who thought
only of benefiting themselves. They
came to share the provisions of the feast,
but had no desire to honor the king.

When the king came in to view the
guests, the real character of all was
revealed. For every guest at the feast
there had been provided a wedding gar-
ment. This garment was a gift from the
king. By wearing it the guests showed
their respect for the giver of the feast.
But one man was clothed in his common
citizen dress. He had refused to make the
preparation required by the king. The
garment provided for him at great cost
he disdained to wear. Thus he insulted
his lord. To the king's demand, "How
camest thou in hither not having a wed-
ding garment?" (verse 12) he could an-
swer nothing. He was self-condemned.
Then the king said, "Bind him hand and
foot, and take him away, and cast him
into outer darkness." Verse 13
By the king's examination of the

guests at the feast is represented a work
of judgment. The guests at the gospel
feast are those who profess to serve God,
those whose names are written in the
book of life. But not all who profess to
be Christians are true disciples. Before
the final reward is given, it must be
decided who are fitted to share the in-
heritance of the righteous. This decision
must be made prior to the second com-
ing of Christ in the clouds of heaven; for
when He comes, His reward is with
Him, "to give every man according as
his work shall be." Revelation 22:12.
Before His coming, then, the character
of every man's work will have been
determined, and to everyone of Christ's
followers the reward will have been
apportioned according to his deeds.

It is while men are still dwelling
upon the earth that the work of inves-
tigative judgment takes place in the
courts of heaven. The lives of all His
professed followers pass in review
before God. All are examined according
to the record of the books of heaven, and
according to his deeds the destiny of
each is forever fixed.

By the wedding garment in the para-
ble is represented the pure, spotless

character which Christ's true followers
will possess. To the church it is given
"that she should be arrayed in fine
linen, clean and white," "not having
spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing."
Ephesians 5:27. The fine linen, says the
Scripture, "is the righteousness of
saints." Revelation 19:8. It is the right-
eousness of Christ, His own unblem-
ished character, that through faith is
imparted to all who receive Him as their
personal Saviour.
The white robe of innocence was

worn by our first parents when they

were placed by God in holy Eden.
They lived in perfect conformity to the
will of God. All the strength of their
affections was given to their heavenly
Father. A beautiful soft light, the light
of God, enshrouded the holy pair. This
robe of light was a symbol of their
spiritual garments of heavenly inno-
cence. Had they remained true to God
it would ever have continued to en-
shroud them. But when sin entered,
they severed their connection with
God, and the light that had encircled
them departed. Naked and ashamed,
they tried to supply the place of the
heavenly garments by sewing together
fig leaves for a covering.
This is what the transgressors of

God's law have done ever since the day
of Adam and Eve's disobedience. They
have sewed together fig leaves to cover
the nakedness caused by transgression.
They have worn the garments of their
own devising, by works of their own
they have tried to cover their sins, and
make themselves acceptable with God.
But this they can never do. Nothing

can man devise to supply the place of his
lost robe of innocence. No fig-leaf gar-
ment, no worldly citizen dress, can be
worn by those who sit down with Christ
and angels at the marriage supper of the
Lamb.
Only the covering which Christ

Himself has provided can make us meet

to appear in God's presence. This cover-
ing, the robe of His own righteousness,
Christ will put upon every repenting,
belieVing soul. "I counsel thee," He
says, "to buy of me ... white raiment,
that thou mayest be clothed, and that the
shame of thy nakedness do not appear."
Revelation 3:18
This robe, woven in the loom of

heaven, has in it not one thread of
human devising. Christ in His humanity
wrought out a perfect character, and this
character He offers to impart to us. "All
our righteousnesses are as filthy rags."

Isaiah 64:6. Everything that we of our-
selves can do is defiled by sin. But the
Son of God "was manifested to take
away our sins; and in him is no sin." Sin
is defined to be "the transgression of the
law." 1 John 3:5, 4. But Christ was
obedient to every requirement of the
law. He said ofHimself, "I delight to do
thy will, 0 my God; yea, thy law is
within my heart." Psalm 40:8. When on
earth, He said to His disciples, "I have
kept my Father's commandments."
John 15:10. By His perfect obedience
He has made it possible for every
human being to obey God's command-
ments. When we submit ourselves to
Christ, the heart is united with His
heart, the will is merged in His will, the
mind becomes one with His mind, the
thoughts are brought into captivity to
Him; we live His life. This is what it
means to be clothed with the garment of
His righteousness. Then as the Lord
looks upon us He sees, not the fig-leaf
garment, not the nakedness and deform-
ity of sin, but His own robe of right-
eousness, which is perfect obedience to
the law of Jehovah.

The guests at the marriage feast were
inspected by the king. Only those were
accepted who had obeyed his require-
ments and put on the wedding garment.
So it is with the guests at the gospel
feast. All must pass the scrutiny of the
great King, and only those are received
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He who becomes a partaker of the divine nature
will be in harmony with God's great standard of
righteousness, His holy law. This is the rule by
which God measures the actions of men

who have put on the robe of Christ's
righteousness.

Righteousness is right doing, and it
is by their deeds that all will be judged.
Our characters arc revealed by what we
do. The works show whether the faith is
genuine.

It is not enough for US to believe that
Jesus is not an impostor, and that the
religion of the Bible is no cunningly
devised fable. We may believe that the
name of Jesus is the only name under

heaven whereby man may be saved, and
yet we may not through faith make Him
our personal Saviour. It is not enough to
believe the theory of truth. It is not
enough to make a profession of faith in
Christ and have our names registered on
the church roll. "He that keepeth his
commandments dwellcth in him, and he
in him. And hereby we know that he
abideth in us, by the Spirit which he hath
given us." "Hereby we do know that we
know him if we keep his command-
ments." 1 John 3:24; 2:3. This is the
genuine evidence of conversion. What-
ever our profession, it amounts to noth-
ing unless Christ is revealed in works of
righteousness.
The truth is to be planted in the hean.

It is to control the mind and regulate the
affections. The whole character must be
stamped with the divine utterances.
Every jot and tittle of the Word ofGod is
to be brought into the daily practice.

He who becomes a partaker of the
divine nature will be in harmony with
God's great standard of righteousness,
His holy law. This is the rule by which
God measures the actions of men. This
will be the test of character in the judg-
ment.
There are many who claim that by

the death of Christ the law was abro-
gated; but in this they contradict Christ's
own words, "Think not that I am corne to
destroy the law, or the prophets.... Till
heaven and earth pass, one jot or one
tittle shall in no wise pass from the law,"
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Matthew 5:17-18. It was to atone for
man's transgression of the law that
Christ laid down His life. Could the law
have been changed or set aside, then
Christ need not have died. By His life on
earth He honored the law ofGod. By His
death He established it. He gave His life
as a sacrifice, not to destroy God's law,
not to create a lower standard, but that
justice might be maintained, that the law
might be shown to be immutable, that it
might stand fast forever.

Satan had claimed that it was im-
possible for man to obey God's com-
mandments; and in our own strength it is
true that we cannot obey them. But
Christ came in the form of humanity,
and by His perfect obedience He proved
that humanity and divinity combined
can obey everyone of God's precepts.
"As many as received him, to them

gave he power to become the sons of
God, even to them that believe on his
name." John 1:12. This power is not in
the human agent. It is the power of God.
When a soul receives Christ, he receives
power to live the life of Christ.

God requires perfection of His chil-
dren. His law is a transcript of His own
character, and it is the standard of all
character. This infinite standard is pre-
sented to all that there may be no mis-
take in regard to the kind of people
whom God will have to compose His
kingdom. The life of Christ on earth was
a perfect expression of God's law, and
when those who claim to be children of
God become Christlike in character,
they will be obedient to God's com-
mandments. Then the Lord can trust
them to be of the number who shall
compose the family of heaven. Clothed
in the glorious apparel of Christ's right-
eousness, they have a place at the King's
feast. They have a right to join the
blood-washed throng.

The man who came to the feast
without a wedding garment represents
the condition of many in our world

today. They profess to be Christians, and
lay claim to the blessings and privileges
of the gospel; yet they feel no need of a
transformation of character. They have
never felt true repentance for sin. They
do not realize their need of Christ or
exercise faith in Him. They have not
overcome their hereditary or cultivated
tendencies to wrongdoing. Yet they
think that they are good enough in them-
selves, and they rest upon their own
merits instead of trusting in Christ.
Hearers of the word, they come to the
banquet, but they have not put on the
robe of Christ's righteousness.

Many who call themselves Chris-
tians arc mere human moralists. They
have refused the gift which alone could
enable them to honor Christ by repre-
senting Him to the world. The work of
the Holy Spirit is to them a strange work.
They are not docrs of the word. The
heavenly principles that distinguish
those who are one with Christ from
those who are one with the world have
become almost indistinguishable. The
professed followers of Christ are no
longer a separate and peculiar people.
The line of demarcation is indistinct.
The people arc subordinating them-
selves to the world, to its practices, its
customs, its selfishness. The church has
gone over to the world in transgression
of the law, when the world should have
come over to the church in obedience to
the law. Daily the church is being con-
verted to the world.

All these expect to be saved by
Christ's death, while they refuse to live
His self-sacrificing life. They extol the
riches of free grace, and attempt to cover
themselves with an appearance of right-
eousness, hoping to screen their defects
of character; but their efforts will be of
no avail in the day of God.
The righteousness of Christ will not

cover one cherished sin. Aman may be a
law·breaker in heart; yet if he commits
no outward act of transgression, he may
be regarded by the world as possessing
great integrity. But God's law looks into
the secrets of the heart. Every act is
judged by the motives that prompt it.
Only that which is in accord with the
principles of God's law will stand in the
judgment.

God is love. He has shown that love
in the gift of Christ. When "He gave his
only begotten Son, that whosoever be-
lieveth in him should not perish, but
have everlasting life," He withheld noth-
ing from His purchased possession. John



It is in this life that we are to put on the robe of
Christ's righteousness. This is our only
opportunity to form characters for the home
which Christ has made ready for those who
obey His commandments

3:16. He gave all heaven, from which we
may draw strength and efficiency, that
we be not repulsed or overcome by our
great adversary. But the love of God
docs not lead Him to excuse sin. He did
nol excuse it in Satan; He did not excuse
it in Adam or in Cain; nor will He excuse
it in any other of the children of men. He
wilt not connive at our sins or overlook
our defects of character. He expects us to
overcome in His name.

Those who reject the gift of Christ's
righteousness arc rejecting the attributes
of character which would constitute
them the sons and daughters of God.
They are rejecting that which alone
could give them a fitness for a place at
the marriage fcast.

In the parable, when the king in-
quired, "How earnest thou in hither not
having a wedding garment?" (verse 12)
the man was speechless. So it will be in
the great jUdgment day. Men may now
excuse their defects of Character, but in
that day they will offer no excuse.

The professed churches of Christ in
this generation are exalted to the
highest privileges. The Lord has been
revealed to us in ever-increasing light.
OUT privileges aTC far greater than were
the privileges of God's ancient pcople.
We have not only the great light com-
milled to Israel, but we have the in-
creased evidence of the great salvation
brought to us through Christ. That
which was type and symbol to the Jews
is reality to us. They had the Old Testa-
ment history; we have that and the New
Testament also. We have the assurance
of a Saviour who has comc, a Saviour
who has been crucified, who has riscn,
and over the rent sepulcher of Joseph
has proclaimed, "I am the resurrection
and the life." John 11:25. In our knowl-
cdge of Christ and His love the king-
dom of God is placed in the midst of us.
Christ is revealed to us in sermons and
chanted to uS in songs. The spiritual
banquet is set before us in rich abun-
dance. The wedding garment, provided
at infinite cost, is freely offered to every
soul. By the messengers of God arc
presented to us the righteousness of
Christ, justification by faith, the ex-
ceeding great and precious promises of
God's Word, free access to the Father
by Christ, the comfort of the Spirit, the
well-grounded assurance of eternal life
in the kingdom of God. What could God
do for us that He has not done in
providing the grcat supper, the heavenly
banquet?

In heaven it is said by the ministering
angelS: The ministry which we have
been commissioned to pcrform we have
done. We pressed back the army of evil
angels. We sent brightness and light into
the souls of men, quickening their
memory of the love of God expressed in
Jesus. We attracted their eyes to the
cross of Christ. Their hearts were deeply
moved by a sense of the sin that
crucified the Son of God. They were
convicted. They saw the steps to be
taken in conversion; they fclt the power
of the gospel; their hearts were made
tender as they saw the sweetness of the
love of God. They beheld the beauty of

the character of Christ. But with the
many it was all in vain. They would not
surrender their own habits and character.
They would not put off thc garments of
earth in order to be clothed with the robe
of heaven. Their hearts were given to
covetousness. They loved the associa-
tions of the world more than they loved
their God.

Solemn will be the day of final deci-
sion. In prophetic vision the apostle John
describes it: "I saw a great white thronc,
and him that sat on it, from whose face
the earth and the heaven fled away; and
there was found no place for them. And I
saw the dead, small and great, stand
before God; and the books were opened:
and another book was opened: which is
the book of life: and the dead were
judged out of those things which were
written in the books, according to their
works." Revelation 20:11-12

Sad will be the retrospect in that day
when men stand face to face with eter-
nity. The whole life will present itself
just as it has been. The world's pleas-
ures, riches, and honors will not then
seem so important. Men will then see
that the righteousness they despised is
alone of value. They will sec that they
have fashioned their characters under
the deceptive allurements of Satan. The
garments they have chosen arc the badge

of their allegiance to the first great apos-
tate. Then they will sec the results of
their choice. They will have a knowl-
edge of what it means to transgress the
commandments ofGod.

There will be no future probation in
which to prepare for eternity. It is in this
life that we are to put on the robe of
Christ'5 righteousness. This is OUf only
opportunity to form characters for the
home which Christ has made ready for
those who obey His commandments.
The days of our probation arc fast

closing. The cnd is ncar. To us the
warning is given, "Take heed to your-
selves, lest at any time your hearts be

overcharged with surfeiting, and drunk-
enness, and cares of this life, and so that
day come upon you unawares." Luke
21:34. Beware lest it find you unready.
Take heed lest you be found at the
King's feast without a wedding garment.

"In such an hour as ye think not the
Son of man cometh." "Blessed is he that
watcheth, and keepeth his garments, lest
he walk naked, and they sec his shame."
Matthew 24:44; Revelation 16:15 0

Christ's Object Lessolls, 307-319

Christians ,nusl move OJl-
ward and upward

toward pe/fection. This is
God's command, and no one
should say, J cannot do it. He
should say instead, God re-
quires me to be perfect, and
He will give me strength to
overcome all that stands in
the way of perfection. He is
the source of all wisdom, all
power.-Reflecting Christ,
164
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power increased, the darkness deepened.
Faith was transferred from Christ, the
True Foundation, to the pope of Rome.
Instead of trusting in the Son of God for
forgiveness of sins and for eternal salva-
tion, the people looked to the pope, and
to the priests and prelates to whom he
delegated authority. They were taught
that the pope was their earthly mediator
and that none could approach God ex-
cept through him; and, further, that he
stood in thc place of God to them and
was therefore to be implicitly obeyed."
The Great Controversy, 55. Righteous-
ness by faith was lost sight of by the
majority of the people who called them-
selves Christians.

But God always has had a faithful
remnant who stood for His truths as set
forth in the Bible. The true church fled
into the wilderness. See Revelation
12:14. "In every age there were wit-
nesses for God-men who cherished
faith in Christ as the only mediator
between God and man, who held the
Bible as the only rule of life, and who
hallowed the true Sabbath." The Great
Controversy, 61. But these men were a
small, small minority, compared to the
vast numbers of professed Christians.
Because of the horrible persecution of
those who would in any way oppose the
apostasy of the church, few men would
stand in defense of the great truths of
the Bible. The vast majority of the
people were kept ignorant of the Scrip-
tures because they were not in their
native language, because of the illiter-
acy of the people, and because only the
church was to read and interpret Scrip-
ture. "Except among the Waldenses, the
Word of God had for ages been locked
up in languages known only to the
learned." Ibid., 79

But God had His man, the "morning
star of the Reformation," who was to
arise antidst this great darkness, and
allow those who were true in heart to
have the Word of God opened to them
in a common language. John Wycliffe,
in the fourteenth century in England,
not realizing at first that his work would
bring him into opposition to the Church
of Rome, "demanded that the Bible be
restored to the people and that its
authority be again established in the
church." Ibid., 81. The papal leaders
were not happy with his stand. Wycliffe
also rose up against the abuses that he
recognized among the priests and the
prelates in the church, abuses not only
of doctrine, but also of the people. The

falling away first, and that man of sin be
revealed, the son of perdition; who op-
poseth and exalteth himself above all that
is called God, or that is worshipped; so
that he as Godsilleth in the temple ofGod,
shewing himself that he is God." 2 Thes-
salonians 2:3-4

And so entered the Papacy, canting
into full ecclesiastical and civil control
by A.D. 538. Darkness was covering the
earth, and gross darkness thc people. See
Isaiah 60:2. "The accession of the
Roman Church to power marked the
beginning of the Dark Ages. As her

...._
.' .- <I; •..

THROUGH the centuries, after the
death of Christ and the apostles, the

church began to depart from the faith;
and darkness began to enter into it.
Baptized pagans, men and women who
had been buried alive in the waters,
carne into the church in great numbers,
as did their heathen doctrines and prac-
tices.
Paul had prophesied in the sccond

epistle to the Thessalonians, referring to
the second coming of Jesus, "Let no man
deceive you by any means: for that day
shall not come, except there come a

Clark Floyd
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John Wesley continued his strict and
self-denying life, not now as the ground, but
the result, of faith; not the root, but the fruit of
holiness

laity were taught that heaven could be
gained tl1rough good works. ;'The friars
continued to maintain their hold on the
superstitious multitudes and led them to
believe that all religious duty was com-
prised in acknowledging the supremacy
of the pope, adoring the saints, and
making gifts to the monks, and that this
was sufficient to secure them a place in
heaven." Ibid., 83

"Wycliffe now taught the disline-
tive doctrines of Protestantism-salva-
tion tl1rough faith in Christ, and the
sole infallibility of the Scriptures."
Ibid., 89. He also provided the Scrip-
tures in the language of the people so
that they could examine them and
study for themselves. A wedge was
beginning to be placed into the strong-
hold of Rome. A beam of light was
shining lhrough to the people, much to
the dismay of the hierarchical powers
of the time. The hold over the people
was loosening.

Wyclirfe "taught not only that the
Bible is a perfect revelation of God's
will, but that the Holy Spirit is its only
interpreter.. .. He turned the minds of
men from the pope and the Church of
Rome to the Word of God.... Wycliffe
was one of the greatest of the Re-
formers. In breadth of intelleel, in clear-
ness of thought, in firmness to maintain
lhe truth, and in boldness to defend iI,
he was equaled by few who eame after
him. Purity of life, unwearying dil-
igence in study and in labor,
ible integrity, and Christlike love and
faithfulness in his ministry, charac-
terized the first of the Reformers." Ibid"
93-94

Wyeliffe passed to the grave, but the
spark he had kindled began to grow into
a flame as other Reformers began to
spring up throughout Europe. "The
minds of men were directed to the long-
forgotten Word of God. A divine hand
was preparing the way for the Greal
Reformation." Ibid., 96. Men of staunch
character proclaimed openly the corrup-
tion in the Roman Church and the wan-
loness of the people. John Huss rose to
the occasion in Bohemia. He was fol-
lowed by Jerome, and though their
voices were finally quenched by the
martyr's flame, others carried on the
torch of reform.

Martin Luther arose in Germany,
-'the man for his time; through him God
accomplished a great work for the refor-
mation of the church and the enlighten-
ment of the world." Ibid., 120

As various Reformers arose, the
abuses of papal authority were more
and more brought to light. The great
truths of the Bible, long hidden by the
darkness of the tradilions of men, began
to be uncovered. People were taught to
look to Christ alone for salvation. "A
living faith was taking the place of lhe
dead formalism in which the church had
so long been held. The people were
daily losing confidence in the supersti-
tions of Romanism.... The Word of
God ... was like a two-edged sword,
cutting its way to the hearts of the
people." Ibid., 133

However, the Romanists did not
silently stand by as these great men of
God pointed oul lhe papal abuses. All
thaI could be done to deter the progress
of the Reformation was done. Great
became the persecution of those who
opposed the church. Many were excom-
municated, burned at the stake, or other-
wise vilified. Man's answer to opposi-
tion was, as it is today, the usc of every
means available to suppress liberty of
conscience. The power of the various
states of Europe was invoked, but,
though failering at times, the Reforma-
tion could nol be entirely halted.

Farel, Bcrquin, Calvin and others
arose throughout Europe, exposing
many errors of the Roman Church, and
leading the people to an understanding
lhat the just shall live by faith. il was
not their good works that would bring
them salvation, but their relationship to
Jesus Christ in an experiential way.
However, because of the works-
oriented lheology of the Catholic
Church and the reaction of the Re-
formers to it, the place of works in the
gospel was not always fully understood
or preached.

In the 17005, the Wesley brothers,
John and Charles, while understanding
and tc;,ching that salvation eame only
through faith in Jesus Christ, also
pointed out thaI obedience and good

works were fruits of a right relationship
with Jesus.

"On Ills relurn to England, pOhn]
Wesley, under the instruction of a
Moravian preacher, arrived at a clearer
understanding of Bible faith, He was
convinced that he must renounce all
dependence upon his own works for
salvation and must trust wholly to lhe
Lamb of God, which laketh away the sin
of the world.... Once established in the
faith of Christ, his whole soul burned
with the desire to spread everywhere a
knowledge of the glorious gospel of
God's free grace.... He continued Ills

strict and self-denying life, not now as
the ground, but the result, of faith; not
the root, but the fruil of holiness. The
grace of God in Christ is the foundation
of the Christian's hope, and that grace
will be manifested in obedience." Ibid.,
255-256

In speaking of mature Christians,
John Wesley, in A Plain Accowlt of
Christiall Perfectiall on page 27 statcs:
"It remains, then, that Christians are
saved in this world from all sin, from all
unrighteousness; that they are now in
such a sense perfect, as not to commit
sin, and to be freed from evil thoughts
and evil tempers." Because of the lcach-
ing that a converted Cl1ristian will not
commit sin, and of Christian perfection,
that a true Christian will live up to the
light that he has, "A systematic persecu-
tion was carried on against a people
[John Wesley and his followers] whose
only fault was that of seeking to turn the
feet of sinners from the path of destruc-
tion to the path of holiness." Ibid., 259

EBen WillIe, in speaking of John
Wesley and his ovcr 50 years in itinerant
ministry, says, "His life prcscnts a lesson
of priceless worth to every Cl1ristian.
Would that the faith and humility, the
untiring zcal, self-sacrificc, and dcvo-
tion of this servant of Christ might be
reflected in the churches of loday!"
Ibid., 264
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Years have passed. Reformers have
come and gone. God has eonlinued 10
have men cry aloud and spare not-men
who were willing to carry the full gospel
message 10 a perishing world.
Our own Seventh-day Adventist

heritage arose from such men, men com-
ing out of various church backgrounds
into a fuller message-Ihe three angels'
messages of Revelalion 14. The message
of the everlasting gospel includes not
only salvation by faith in Jesus Christ,
but also vielorious Christian living as
the fruit of that salvation.
Today many continue to resist the

full, lrue message of righteousness by
faith as was proclaimed by our pioneers.
God, Ihrough the Spirit of Prophecy, has
spoken of this resistance, saying,

"Through every device possible Salan
sought to make of none cffecI Ihe

sacrifice of Ihe Son ofGod, 10 render His
expiation useless, and His mission a
failure. He has claimed thatlhe death of
Christ made obedience to the law unnec-
essary, and permitted the sinner to come
into favor with a holy God without
forsaking his sin. He has declared that
Ihe Old Teslamenl standard was lowered
in Ihe gospel, and that men can come to
Christ, not to be saved from their sins
but in their sins." Signs oflile Times, vol.
2,384

"Jesus regained heaven for man by
bearing the test that Adam failed to
endure; for He obeyed the law per-
fectly, and all who have a right concep-
tion of Ihe plan of redemption will see

that Ihey cannot be saved while in
transgression of God's holy precepls.
They must cease to transgress the law,
and lay hold on the promises of God
that arc available for us through the
merits of Christ." Ibid.

Brothers and sisters, what a heritage
we have as we look back at the long trek
from Ihe darkness of the Middle Ages to
the light that has been shed upon the
Reformers from age to age, and finally
upon the final remnant church of God,
the Seventh-day Adventist Churchl Let
us not be deceived now by the wiles of
Satan and fall back in our understanding
of the true gospel, but let us move
forward and realize full victory in our
lives through Jesus Christ as we await
His soon coming. 0

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
....

S" lr<I

..
'P.O. t/•• 940

1(/« 91321

I have read the latest Review and am
really disappointed Ihat God's church
jusl can't let the Word spread wilhout
tearing down our workers who further
God's cause. I remember writing before
and saying, "If a work is started for God,
in God's cause, no human will be able to
stop iI, no mailer how much is said
against it." God bless all of you and keep
you failhful.
-RA, Washington

I saw your offer on the back of Our
Firm Foundation for your "Issues"
video. You know Ihal there are some of
us who don't have a television and have
no intentions of having one in OUT
homes. I am sure I am nol Ihe only one
who would like to hear what you have to
say about the Nonh American Division
insert.
-BC, Texa

Please see our offer for audio (alld
video) cassel/es all page 27.

I found the article entitled "The
Church in All Ages" (Our Firm Foullda-
tiOIl, vol. 7, no. 10) to be very inspiring.
[ love to study my Bible and the Testimo-
nies-also Our Firm Foundation.
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[ hope you don't mind if [ tell you
that I read il alongside of my Bible, and
I check everything you write and quote
with it. I am happy to say that I have
found very few discrepancies, and those
I did find, well, after more sludy and
re-rcading [have found that you dowrite
according 10 "the Word."
Thank you so much for your

wonderful magazine. I look forward 10 it
every month. I also enjoy Ihe audio lapes
[of Our Firm Foundation].
-CB, California

A [eUer from Africa

I have just read your Tnl/h For Today
magazine. I must say your magazine has
rcaUy increased my faith in Jesus.
The first article impressed me so

much that I even wondered why
Moslems are blindfolded to real lruth.
What an accurate prediction the Son of
God made concerning Ihe fall of
Jerusalem and how His own people re-
jected Him! I musl confess thatlhe Bible
is greater than Ihe Koran. As a Moslem I
was taught right from infancy that God
is one and that He has no wife or son, so
Ihat idea of Christianily that Jesus is the
Son of God is not true.

As a teacher, I sometimes doubted
this, since portions of Ihe Koran speak
about Ihe mysterious incarnalion of
Jesus.

I am lelling you today Ihal I was a
Moslem, but nOI now. I am now a Chris-
tian. I have accepted Jesus as my per-
sonal Saviour. Pray for me always as I
have a 101 of physical problems to face.

I have shared my new faith wilh
some of my teaching staff who are also
Moslems. This means I can lose my job
any moment from now. I need your
prayers and encouragement. I hope you
will send me more books and lapes 10
help me and my dear friends who have
nol yet accepted Jesus as their Saviour.
They say with God all Ihings arc
possible.
-GA, Nairobi

This leller is but a sample of the
hundreds of requests we receive from
Africa for Bibles, books, lapes, alld so
all. Because ofrhe high postage cosrs for
overseas mail, we have had 10 limit the
amount of literature mailed in response
to requests such as the one above. Ifyou
would like to help with thepostage costs,
just send your donation marked "Over·
seas Literatlire. "-EDITORS



ALMOST 40 years ago Colin and I
the English language at the

University of Sydney, Australia. We
both became impressed with the fael
that the simplest English words, when
placed in certain conjunctions, produced
the most powerful sentences in thc Eng-
lish language.
Let us examine a sublime truth. "For

thc Son of man is come to save that
which was lost." Mallhcw 18:11. This
impelling truth consists entirely of the
simplest words, yet its message is the
great and blesscd hope of ail Christians.
It is apparent that each word in this
potcnt text is a monosyllable.

Another such texl contains both thc
greatest promise ever given to man and
the most solemn warning. "He that hath
the Son hath lifc; and he that hath not the
Son of God hath not life." 1 John 5:12.
Once again the simplest English words
arc combined in order to produce mas-
sive impact.

We sec this phenomenon also in the
Old Testament. Three examples are
found in a single psalm, providing both
stern warning and great promise: "They
have moulhs, but they speak nol: eyes
have they, but they sec not. ... Ye that

fcar the Lord, trust in the Lord: he is
their help and their shield. He will bless
them that fear the Lord, bOlh small and
great." Psalm 115:5, 11,13

However, the three most significant
words in the English language are,
without dispule, "God is love." I John
4:8. These words arc so simple that a
very young child can understand them,
and yet the greatesl genius will never
fully plumb the depths of their meaning,
though he live an eternity.

Seldom do we pause to give thought
to the concept of an omnipotent, omni-
present and omniscient god whose very
character was evil-one who would
create us and sustain us simply to keep
us in unimaginable torlure for eternity.
Yet, it is evidenl that if the god of this
world had possessed such qualities he
would pursue thai very aim, for he
provides every evidence that he extracts
devilish pleasure out of the miseries of
mankind.

Wilh gratitude we should possess
the Ihought that of a truth God is love.
The entire plan of redemption and the
concept of Christ's righteousness by
faith is laid on the platform of God's
character of infinite love. The Conflicl .

Russell Standish

of the Ages series, which traces the plan
of our salvation from Paradise lost to
Paradise regained, is a five-volume saga
having but one pervading theme-God
is love. Thus it is appropriate that the
vcry first three words of volumc one,
Patriarchs and Prophets, arc "God is
Jove," and the final three words of
volume five, The Great Controversy,
arc also "God is lovc," for bctwccn
these two pages that grand theme per-
vades.

But today many Christians dare to
pervert God's holy character in such a
manner as to deprive Him of its very
fabric. Thus hundreds of millions of
Chrislians today assert that our God of
lovc would torture unrcpentant sinners
with the most unspeakable agony
forever and forever because of seventy
miserable years of sin. Such people
should, perhaps, alter a well-known
verse of the beautiful hymn, Amazing
Grace:

When they've been there ten trillion
years

In fearful agony
They've no less years
Of bitter tears
In thai eternity.
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Ifwe had to bear anything that Jesus did not
endure, then upon this point Satan would
represent the power of God as insufficient for
us. Therefore Jesus was "tempted in all points
like as we are"

TIlat is not the God of love I serve!
Certainly such would be the fantasy of
the god of this world.

Even more shocking is the belief
held by those who accept the diabolical
error of original sin, that little babies
whose parents have neglected to have
them christened prior to their death will
suffer such everlasting torment.

Today in the present ecumenical cli-
mate, many, even Seventh-day
tists, propose the concept that we all
serve the same God. Such a view must
be rejected. We do not! The vast major-
ity of Christians, albeit unwittingly,
serve the god of this world, for they
attribute to their god a character pos-
sessed only by Satan. Two doctrines,
inimical to Scripture and the Spirit of
Prophecy, form the foundations of this
perversion of God's character. These
doctrines are the immortality of the soul
and original sin.

Yet many Seventh-day Adventists
today subscribe to the papal doctrine of
original sin. No passage of Scripture
attests to the concept that we arc con-
ceived as sinners and thus merit eternal
destruction simply on that basis alone.
Sister White attests to the fact that there
is but one definition of sin and that is
"Sin is the transgression of the law."
1 John 3:4. The implied punishment for
an ancestral sin finds no place in Scrip-
ture. "The soul that sinneth, it shall die.
The son shall not bear the iniquity of the
father, neither shall the father bear the
iniquity of the son: the righteousness of
the righteous shall be upon him, and the
wickedness of the wicked shall be upon
him." Ezekiel 18:20

The acceptance of the doctrine of
original sin has necessitated that
Seventh-day Adventists spurn Scripture
and the Spirit of Prophecy and prefer the
writings of theological philosophers, in
asserting that Christ could not have
possessed our human nature since He
never sinned. This violation of truth is
manifestly based upon the false premise
that we are sinners at the very moment
of our conception because we possess a
fallen nature. Such a nature we do
possess, but the possession of our na-
tures, weakened physically, mentally
and even in their moral fiber, most cer-
tainly is nor sin. Sister White reveals that
the will must first consent before sin is
possible. Sec The Great Controversy,
510. Clearly a fertilized ovum cannot
consent to sin. The whole concept of
original sin in Seventh-day Adventism is
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nothing short of preposterous.
No thinking person can deny the fall-

en physical nature of Christ. His inability
to bear His cross is proof beyond dispute
of this fact. Yet few who confine Christ's
fallen nature to the physical aspect stop to
ponder the implications of this conclu-
sion. If Christ had a fallen physical nature,
as He most did, and if the
possession of a falJen nature constitutes
sin, then Christ was a sinner, irrcspc(.1ive
of the rc.o;t of His nature. This ao;scrtion is
a fcarful implication to level against our
Saviour.

But the notion thatlhe rest of Christ's
nature was unfallen is equally contrary to
Inspiration. Indeed, to divide Christ's na-
ture is to fall back on Greek paganism,
which taught a duaUty of nature, defiJting
our physical ao;pects as evil and our
"souls" as perfect. It is, to be pointed,
simply shocking that Seventh-dayAdven-
tists, defying Inspiration, should resort to
a papal notion based upon Greel< pagan
concepts in order to describe Christ's
human nature.

Sister White put the matter beyond
dispute when she wrote, "For four thou-
sand years the [human] race had been
decreasing in physical strength, in mental
power, and in moral worth; and Christ
took upon Him the infirmities of
degenerate humanity. Only thus could He
rescue man from the lowest depths of his
degradation." The Desire ofAges, 117

That is the God of love we serve.
Those of our members who have been
beguiled into the belief that Christ
possessed the human nature of the unfall-
en Adam seldom, if ever, spare a thought
in consideration of the fact that they have
unintentionally destroyed the character of
our God of love.

First, they have denied God's claim:
"For we have not an high priest which
cannot be touched with the feeling of our
infirmities; but was in all points tempted
like as we are, yet without sin." Hebrews
4:15. One possessing Adam's un fallen

nature could not possibly have been
tempted in all points as is fallen human-
ity. Our God who is love would never
bear false testimony to us.

Even more significantly Christ is set
before us as our Example. "For even
hereunto were ye called: because Christ
also suffered for us, leaving us an ex-
ample, that ye should follow his steps."
1 Peter 2:21. Scripture leaves us in no
doubt as to the specific malter in which
Christ set us an example. "Who did no
sin, neither was guile found in his
mouth." 1 Peter 2:22. Christ was an

example in having victory over sin. On
this malter Scripture is explicit. But how
cynical such a claim would be if our
Lord chose to assert the fact of His
victory over sin as an example to us, and
yet assumed a human nature which
would give Him a decided advantage in
the battle with temptation! Such a God
would fall far short of a God of love, and
could in nowise claim to be an example
to fallen humanity.

Sister White expressed the unparal-
leled love ofGod when she recorded that
::Asone orus He was to give an example
of obedience. For this He took upon
Himsetf our nature, and passed through
our experiences. 'In all things it behoved
him to be made like unto his brethren.'
Hebrews 2:17. If we had to bear any-
thing that Jesus did not endure, then
upon this point Satan would represent
the power of God as insufficient for us.
Therefore Jesus was in all points
'tempted like as we are.' Hebrews 4:15.
He endured every trial to which we arc
subject and He exercised in His own
behalf no power that is not freely offered
to us. As man, He met temptation, and
overcame in the strength given Him
from God." The Desire of Ages, 24.
Sister White further stated that "His life
testifies that it is possible for us also to
obey the law of God. By His humanity
Christ touched humanity; by His divin-
ity He lays hold upon the throne of God.



Once we conclude that Christ possessed a
human nature superior to ours then we lose
confidence in Christ's ability to give us
victory over sin. This destroys the truth of
righteousness by faith

As the Son of man He gave us an
example ofobedience; as the Son of God
He gives us powcr to obey." Ibid.

The CUrrent fashion among many of
our theologians and ministers to declare
that we will sin until Jesus comes is
founded upon this unloving notion that
Christ required an advantage over us in
order to obey God's law. Thus is de-
stroyed the beautiful Iruth of sanctifica-
tion by faith. Christ's call for holy living

is diminished to a life of continual spirit-
ual failure. Such a concept will never
lead to an end-time generation com-
posed of men and women who fully
rellect Christ's charactcr. It has led to the
diminished call for a company of saints
who keep the commandments of God
and the faith of Jesus. There is no secret
cause of the stalled presentation of the
three angels' messages so evident in our
church today. A concept of an impotent
"sanctification" lies at the roOI of this
fact.

Additionally, the fauiled doctrine of
Christ's human nature has ullerly de-
stroycd the sanctuary message in the
hearts of many of our members. Since
the sanctuary message is the key to the
fullest understanding of the doctrine of
rightcousness by faith, this mallcr is of
great moment. Paul plainly stated that
Christ's possession of OUT nature was a
mandatory prerequisitc to Christ's quali-
fication as our High Priest. "For verily
he took not on him the nature of angels;
but he took on him the seed of Abraham.
Whcrefore in aU things it behoved him
to be made like unto his brethren, that he
might be a merciful and faithful high
priest in Ihings pertaining to God, to
make reconciliation for the sins of the
people. For in that he himself hath
suffered bcing tempted, he is able to
succour them that are tempted." He-
brews 2: 16-18

It is little wonder that Christ's high-
priestly ministry has been all but lost
sight of in the light of the rejection of

Christ's fallen human nature, which was
a mandatory requirement for His role as
our High Priest.

Many wonder why the New The-
ology is faulted in so many doctrines,
but each stems logically from accepting
the papal error of original sin, one of the
most subtle and dangerous of satanic
deceptions.

The concept Ihat we arc sinners from
conception logically leads to the conclu-

sian that, since Jesus never sinned, then
He must have had a nature different
from ours.

Once we conclude that Christ
possessed a human nature superior to
ours, then we lose confidence in Christ's
ability to give us victory over sin. This
concept destroys the truth of righteous-
ness by faith, for true sanctification is no
longer a possibility.

This view destroys the high stand-
ards Christ has set for His holy church,
for we lose confidence that we can mect
such standards, even when empowered
by the Holy Spirit. Thus in Ihe sense of
fatalism we choose even lower and
lower standards. Further, we fool our-
selves that these lowered standards arc
no barrier to salvation since we are "in
Christ" and "He did it all for US."

In addition, Christ's second coming
loses its charm, and the urgency is lost,
for we have no possibility of being the
perfect church He declares He will
possess before He comes. "That he
might present it to himself a glorious
church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or
any such thing; but that it should be holy
and without blemish." Ephesians 5:27

Another consequence of the view
that Christ possessed a superior human
nature to ours is that He is deprived of a
major qualification essential for Him to
perform His high-prieslly ministry, and
as a result the key sanctuary truth is
scorned.

The belief that God docs not em-
power victory over sin leads to a

diminished faith in God's power and the
value of His revelation. It provides us
with a sense of impotence when looking
at the evangelistic task we have been
commissioned to undertake. Thus we
look to Lab I and Lab II and other
hypnotic tcchniques in a desperate at-
tempt to win souls and to rescue the
backslidden, rather than to searching
God's Word for the solution to our pres-
ent growth stagnation in Western na-
tions.

Since we no longer believe that
God empowers obedience to the Deca-
logue, and since Ihis obedience is a
biblical characteristic of the remnant
(sec Revelation 12: 17; Zephaniah
3:13) we arc led to conclude that the
Seventh-day Adventist Church is not
the remnant church of prophecy. This
conclusion removes from us the very
purpose for which God raised us up-
10 call men and women out of Babylon
in order to join the remnant.

Thus we draw closer and closer to
the churches of Babylon, and ecumeni-
cal fraternization becomes the order of
the day. As we follow their leads, our
worship services become as dryas the
proverbial hills of Gilboa, and we seck
solutions from the churches of Babylon
in order to liven them up. Thus irrever-
ent "worship" is offered to our God of
love.

Three simple English words----<lne
consisting of three leiters, one of two
letters and one of four-<leclare that
"God is love." But how wonderful those
words arc! Any view of God which
alters His character automatically de-
stroys our God as a power in our Lives,
for no longer docs He embody love.
Once more God is calling His people to
acknowledge that infinite love which
bought our salvation. When His love is
fully restored to our faith, then His
people will seck His righteousness in
their hearts, and Christ's character will
be perfected in His saints. Then He will
return to claim them as His own.

Most assuredly, our God is love. 0
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My LastWill and Testament on
the Subject ofEducation, Part 2

Walter E. Straw
14 Our Firm Foufldation Fcbru..\ry 1993

I hear college prcsidents give as the
reason for following the formal pro-

gram that they want their graduates to
havc crcdits when they finish school that
will be acceptcd by higher schools of
learning. That sounds like a laudablc
and praiseworthy program. But what
docs it mean? While the small percent,
say 30 percent, get credits that are ac-
ceptable in higher schools, the majority,
or 70 percent, are thrown into confusion
because they have no program adapted
to their needs.

The formal educational system we
have today is largely a carry-over from
the past when formal education was for
the children of the elite-for those who
were nol obliged to work for a living and
had servants to wait on them. As they
needed some mental exercise and some-
thing to occupy their timc, a systcm of
mental gymnastics and art appreciation
was provided-those things mostly im-
practical, such as fine arts, dead lan-
guages, thc classics, and impractical
mathematics.

Those who outlined our prcsent edu-
cational system received that type of
education, and have had almost no ex-
perience in vocations and practical
work. So thcy naturally hold to the
prcscribed type of education and urge it
upon the rising generation, the most of
whom probably will go out to do practi-
cal things to earn a living by the sweat of
their brow. All this when the best educa-
tors know that no onc subject is of more
value than another to fit one for college
work, and that the majority will enter
practical life and never go to college.
Many an educator is sweating under the
burden of this system, but does nol know
how to break away from it. The presi-
dent of the Univcrsity of Tennessee told
me that the greatest problcm he has as
president of the university is dealing
with the present accrediting system, be-
cause it is controlled by a group of
reactionaries who oppose a change.

I believe one of our educational
problems today lies in the facI that our
schools have claimed a liberal-arts status
to get accredited. A liberal arts college is
established primarily for people to learn

171is articlc, the second in a four.part series, was
wrirtctl many years ago byWalterE. S(ro»; now
deceased. He was tile head of the 17/£ology
Department at Emmanuel Missionary College
alld taugllt Bible for 14years. He alsoserved tile
Cliurcli as a Union Educational Secretary alld
as a missionary in Africa.



You may attain success in the education of
students as medical missionaries without a
medical school that can qualify physicians to
compete with physicians of the world

to appreciate fine arts, not to learn how
to make a living. The program works
well for the elite-those who do not
have to depend upon labor to earn their
daily bread. It is fine to be able to
appreciate the finer things of life. But it
is hard for anyone to appreciate the
beautiful and fine arts when living in
rags and with his children crying for
bread. I claim that the first thing a person
needs is to know how to earn a respect-
able living for himself and family. After
he has a comfortable home and a re-
spectable way of providing for his
family, he may then be in a position to
appreciate the finer things of life. But
one can hardly do that until he has
supplied the necessities of life.

I have never met a businessman or an
experienced educator who, when pinned
down to the problems of life, did not
aCknowledge the above fact. I was one
time discussing this question with a
wealthy business man. I asked him if he
knew who makes out the curriculums for
our children's school work. He acknow-
ledged that he did not. I told him it was
done by those who know books, but not
practical life and vocations. The pro-
gram is arranged by those who did well
in their books in high school, and again
because of it went on to college; and
having done well again in books, went
on for graduate work. Finally, after they
had spent nearly half their life with
books-and because of that-had no
time for practical things: these people
get jobs as superintendents of schools,
professors in colleges, deans or presi-
dents of colleges. These arc the men who
lead out in arranging the programs and
curriculums for our children. Why
should not some of those who know
somcthing of the hard knocks in carning
a living with the work of their hands
have a say in this?

When I was president of Madison
College, the dean of admissions of the
University of Tennessee visited the col-
lege. We had a long discussion of edu-
cational problems. I told him of our
work-study program in which the stu-
dents study in class the things they do in
the industries, and that 87 percent of our
income from students was labor; and
further, that the teachers themselves
work along with the students in the field
and shop. I told him that because of this
program, we had made no effort to
become accredited. At the end of our
rather lengthy talk, he said, "Mr. Straw, I
have greatly enjoyed this interview. I got

my Ph. D. degree in Latin; that is not
very practical. But the more I talk with
men like you, the more I believe in
practical education. Now, you don't
nced to worry about the credits from
your school. If anyone asks you about
them, just refer them to me; we will
cover them." Later, when I asked him
what credits he covered, he replied that
they covercd them all, and wrote me a
letter to that effect.

One of the big arguments for accred-
iting was the need of getting our young
people into Lorna Linda to receive a
medical training. That school was con-
nected with the AM.A The AM.A. is
considered one of the strongest labor
unions in the counlry. And Adventists
were told not to join labor unions. Tes-
timonies, vol. 7, 84. As Lorna Linda
followed the world, it was considered
necessary for those entering that school
to have a similar program to be ac-
cepted.

However, when that school was es-
tablished, they were told, "In the school
maintain simplicity. No argument is so
powerful as is success founded on sim-
plicity. You may attain success in the
education of students as medical mis-
sionaries without a medical school that
can qualify physicians to compete with
physicians of the world. Let the students
be given a practical education. The less

dependent you are upon worldly
methods of education, the belter it will
be for the students. Special instruction
should be given in the art of trealing the
sick without the use of poisonous drugs
and in harmony with the light that God
has given.... The education that meets
the world's standard is to be less and less
valued by those who are seeking for
efficiency in carrying the medical mis-
sionary work in connection with the
work of the third angel's message." Tes-
timonies, vol. 9, 175

Of course, such instruction sounded
unwise to those who wanted to prepare

dOClors to compete with the world. But it
seems that Sister White had in mind a
different school from an ordinary col-
lege. It has been my privilege to read all
the correspondence she had in regard to
that school. She said, "That which is
most important is that the students be
taught how to represent aright the prin-
ciples of health reform. Teach them to
pursue this line of study faithfully, com-
bined with other cssentiallines of educa-
tion. Should we follow the world's
method of medical practice, exacting the
large fees that worldly physicians
demand for their services, we would
work away from Christ'S plan for the
ministry to the sick." Ibid, 176-177

As we look at the medical school
today it seems that other counsel and
ideals have prevailed rather than what
God had in mind. Now we follow the
world and exact the same fees for our
services as the world; and, I am told,
almost no instruction or emphasis is laid
upon health reform in training doctors.
At leasl, when I visited the school and
went out for dinner with two of the
students, they both ordered meat and
coffee with their meal. The name the
school received at the beginning indi-
cates something of what it was intended
to be. Now, although it retains the same
name, its program seems to be going in
another direction.

All this reveals to us again the state-
ment so long ago by Samuel when look-
ing for the one to be anointed king of
Israel that "God seelh not as man seeth,
for man looketh on the outward appear-
ance, but God lookcth on the heart."
1 Samuel 16:7. To any medical man, no
doubt, it would seem necessary to have a
training school with a program and
standards like the world to meet the
world's requirements; and to do this, it
would be necessary to have teachers and
curriculums of the same order. But we
forget that often God has a different and
shorter way to meet those established
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All of this comes about by following our own
human judgment instead of listening to what
the Lord says. God has always led His people
in a way different from the ways of the world

ends. From what I read of the plans for
the medical school, it seems that it was
to hold up the standard of health reform
and train people to go out in a simple
way to do a work similar to that which
Jesus did while upon earth in healing the
sick and preaching the gospel to the
poor. It was not to be a school to train
physicians to go out and compete with
other doctors and demand the same large
fees. It seems that it was to train men to
go out, and, in a simple way, to relieve
the sick and preach the gospel to the
underprivileged, and to show people
how to keep well; and if people were
found sick, they were to be helped by
simple remedies, such as hydrotherapy
and proper diet.

A while ago I was interested in
listening to two doctors discussing
methods of procedure. One was a sur-
geon and the other worked with herbs. A
sick man came to the surgeon and was
told he needed an operation. After that,
he came to the other doctor and was
advised to try some of his herbs. He did
so, and in a few weeks was well. Thus,
he cut the surgeon out of a $300.00
operation fee. I think the work of the
man with the herbs was more like the
original plan for Lorna Linda. But men
argue that we must have an institution
that will train fully qualified physicians,
and forget the temptations to evil that go
with it. So now we have a medical
school that trains fully qualified physici-
ans where half of the teachers are not
Adventists at all, and where the great
majority of the graduates go out to make
money like the doctors of the world. If
any gospel is preached, it seems only
incidental.

AIl of this comes about by following
our own human judgment instead of
listening to what the Lord says. God has
always led His people in a way different
from the ways of the world, and in a way
that men naturally would not take. It was
so in leading Israel out of Egypt to the
Promised Land. It was so in healing
Naaman, the leper. It was so in caring for
Elijah, the prophet. It was so in healing the
man at the pool of Bethesda. It was so in
calling the disciples of Jesus. And it
probably will be so in finishing the work
of God in the earth.

I had the same problem to wrestle
with in a very definite way when I went to
Afriea-whether I would follow the pro-
gram others had set, or accept the counsel
canting to us from the Testimonies. I was
sent there to take charge of the training
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school for Europeans, which included the
educational work of the field as well. The
government curriculum was being
lowed that led to their examinations,
which were required for anyone to ad-
vance farther in education, or receive a
position of trust anywhere in that country.
So it seemed that that was the only way to
proceed. I was puzzled because I knew
that that program was contrary to the
teaching of the Spirit of Prophecy. I
struggled with it for a time, wondering
what to do.

I attended an educational meeting in
Cape Town and heard a number of educa-
tors discuss the problem. Among others, I
heard Miss Jenner, president of the edu-
eational association of South Afriea. I

quote from her speech, as reported in the
Cape nmes of June 23, 1915. She said:
"The question by which, I think, any
system of education should be judged is
its success in developing the lalent possi-
bilities of every individual child, and in so
training those possibilities that the child-
ren may be prepared to take their part
efficiently in the work of the country in
which they belong.

"On the following points I believe that
changes will have to be made in our Cape
system. First, there must be greatcr con-
sideration of the eapabilities of each child.
It is a matter of common knowledge that
not only do the powers of children vary
very largely in degree, but also they vary
in the aptitude for different subjects, and
when an individual has marked power in
one direction he generally possesses less
power in another or, to use an American
writer's phrase, we are all 'born short' in
some direction and 'born long' in another.

Many standard Vll teachers would
endorse the opinion of a mathematieal
professor at Harvard, who said to a great
Ameriean lawyer and statesman, Charles
S. Sumner, 'I never expect to get the
simplest mathematical proposition
whittled down to so fine a point that even
the tip of it would enter your mind.' This

variation of mental ability is granted by
everyone, yet when we tum to our Cape
Code we find no recognition of it. Indeed,
from the time a child enters Standard I, he
is looked upon as if he were a mechanieal
production-made, not born-and his
school life is often a time of torture
because he has not only to do, but to do
with a fair amount of success, that for
which he has no aptitude.

"In this respect our children are bound
by two heavy chains, individual inspection
and compulsory Latin and mathematics in
matriculation.... It would be intercsting to
know how many boys and girls have been
deprived of a coUegc education because
nature has not meant them to be capable of
dead languages and mathematics.... On

this point I would like to quote from a
recent writer on education, WiJliam Haw-
ley Smith. 'The pupil labeled hopeless may
react in a quick and lively fashion when the
thing to him seems worthwhile as some
out-of-sehool sports or social affair.'
Indeed, the school subject might move him,
were it set to a different context, and treated
in a different method. A boy dull in
geometry may prove quick enough when
he takes the subject up in connection with
manual training....

"The second point I wish to empha-
size is the need of more vocational train-
ing in our schools.... Here in the Union
we have, then, a definite recognition of
the fact that after the edueation of the
Primary School is completed, the work of
the school must be correlated with the
child's work in life."

After hearing thosc discussions and
reading the report of them in the Cape
Times, I began to realize that the country
was involved in a system ofeducation that
the edueators themselves did not think the
best. I also saw that what they thought
ought to be done was already recom-
mended by the Testimonies. I struggled
with the problem, wondering what to do. I
studied the question from many angles.
Finally I realized that the problem 1 had



Many of the branches of study that consume
students' time are not essential to usefulness or
happiness; but it is essential for every youth to
have a thorough acquaintance with everyday
duties

;,

was the same a, what Sister Wltite had in
Australia, for the same program was fol-
lowed in all parts of the British Empire. In
Australia she ignored the system entirely.

Two great questions confronted me. If
I believed the Testimonies, how could I
ignore what they taught, and refuse to
follow them"! If I did not believe them,
how could I claim to be a true Adventist"!
For belief in them is one of the cardinal
doctrines of the denomination. Our whole
work is interwoven with them. I con-
cluded that if Sister White could ignore
that system in Australia, perhaps we could
in Africa. So wilh some timidity and fear,
and with plenty of opposition, I submitted
a new program, ignoring the government
system, but as ncar what was outlined in
the Testimonies as we knew how.

It is true it brought in some problems
and difficulties to ignore the system of the
country. But following the Lord always
does that. It did so with Israel. And it did
so with the apostle Paul. Theirs was so
severe it drove them to their knees, and
God led them through. Every program
God has brings problems, for each cuts
across the program of the world in the
very nature of the case. But problems that
God brings arc good for us and arc
necessary in getting His work done in the
world.

We arc told that God ha' a way out of
every difficulty. And He had for us. We
did not know what the outcome of our
plan would be. We could only wait and
see after we had done what we believed
we were told to do. Graduates from our
school were accepted to teach on the
missions. And there we carried out the
plan of paying no attention to the govern-
ment program. Aller a time the govern-
ment appointed a committee to inspect the
work on all the missions. When that
committee returned from inspecting our
mission they praised it to the sky. The
chairman asked me why the other mis-
sionaries could not do as we did. He said:
"That experimental work in agriculture
and those classes in construction aTC just
what those natives need. I wish all the
missions could do like that. Why can't
they"!" I told him the reason was that they
had a classical education and were not
trained for that type of work, while our
men had received training in practical
lines with vocations and understood that
type ofwork. He said, "Then you ought to
go and show those other missions how to
carryon the work as it ought to be done."
At that time OUT missionaries came from
our colleges where indLLstries were taught,

such as Walla Walla College under M. E.
Cady and Emmanuel Missionary College
under O. J. Graf, before those schools
were imbued with the classical program
of the world.

We have been told that "Every youth
on leaving school should have acquired a
knowledge of some trade or occupation
by which, if need be, he may earn a
living." "Many of the branches of study
that consume students' time arc not essen-
tial to usefulness or happiness; but it is
essential for every youth to have a
thorough acquaintance with everyday du-
ties." Education, 218, 220. "Culture in all
those points will make our youth useful in
carrying the truth to foreign countries."
Testimonies, vol. 6, 176

How true I found those words in the
mission field! At that time aU the build-
ings on the mission were erected by
tcachers and stUdents, and the clay was
dug out of the ground from which brick'
were made and burned for the buildings.
So it can be seen that when this was done
the cost of constructing buildings was
small when compared to buying the mate-
rial and hiring others to erect them at
standard wages. In those days aU the food
for the natives and much of it for the
Europeans was grown on the place. At
that time we had a surplus of food to sell
on the market to lessen the amount of
funds required in the budget from over-
seas. I recently received a letter from one
I worked with in mission service in
Africa. In it he said, "When I went to
Solusi Mission we were self-supporting.
... At Rusanga we never spent a penny
for food and were self-supporting."

In those days the budget required to
operate the whole zambezi Union with
seven main stations and two outstations
and 127 out-schools, besides the evan-
gelists and officers, was in 1918, 5974
poundS; the next year it wa' 5952 pounds;
and in 1920 it was 5715 pounds. The next
year, 1921, the work was reorganized and
the officers moved to town, and the

budget was 9979 pounds The next year,
1922, farming was eliminated and the
budget was 17,067 pounds. That is, when
farming was cut out, in two years the
budget was tripled to carryon the identi-
cal work. That may give some under-
standing of what wa, meant by agricul-
ture being the A, B, and C io education. A
while ago I received a letter from a friend
in Africa in which it was stated that the
budget now is around 40,000 pounds for
the zambezi Union, besides what the
government gives, and that it costs over
1200 pounds for the food for the natives
on one of the missions where we used to
grow all the food we used, and had
considerable besides to sell on the market,
sometimes reaching as high as 500

pounds, and some of the missions ovcr
1,000 pounds a year.

Of course, thc work is much larger
now than when we grew our own food,
and it takes some funds to carry on the
work. Yet at the same time, if the agricul-
tural program outlined in the Testimonies
had been carried out and followed, and
further developed, no doubt by this time
the work could be quite self-supporting.
In fact, I had so much confidence in it that
when I returned to Africa the second time,
I told one of the secretaries of the General
Conference that if I could put into practice
the program I had in mind, in four years
we could look after the native part of the
work by our own endeavors, by extending
and expanding the agricultural work. At
that time the most enthusiastic classcs on
the mission wcre the vocational and agri-
cultural. However, I was not permilted to
put my program into effect; and was told,
in fact, that we were scnt ovcr there to
preach the gospel, and that it was for the
people in America to send us the money. I
am not sure but that the program I had in
mind was one of the most effective ways
of preaching the gospel. To me, if in
giving the message to the heathen, we also
show them how not only to support them-
selves on a higher plane of living, but also
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10 be able to support olhers who give the
message, we are doing a good job in
preaching the gospel. It seems to me that
our work is more than getting people to
assent to the message sufficiently to get
their names on the church book. [ think it
means a change in the whole life and
outlook on lifc, and to become industrious
in supporting the message.

The idea has gone out from some
source that when farming was done, al-
most no evangelism was carried on. I was
quite concerned when in charge of the
work among the natives because of the
lack of enthusiasm in giving the message
at that time. However, in looking up some
records the other day I found that during
those same fOUf years when farming was
carried on, the number of Sabbathkeepers
increased 370 percent, or was nearly
doubled twice. I know of very few places
on the earth that have passed, or even
equaled, that. These are the figures pre-
sented to the General Conference in San
Francisco in 1922.

To me there is another important
element in this program. [ mentioned the
impression this program had upon the
committee appointed by the government
to inspect the missions. Besides that, one
day [ was riding on the train in a com-
partment with a Catholic priest when a
drummer with whom I was not at that

time acquainted stepped into the com-
partment and began to talk with the
priest. After passing the time of day and
asking him about his mission work, he
said, "You ought to visit the Adventist
mission and see how they do things.
They teach the natives to work and to
grow their own food, and how to build
houses. That is just what the natives
need; it will make them better people
when they return to their villages, and
make them more useful. It

After that, Brother Stoekil and [ were
sent up into the Congo to sec about
opening up work in that territory. When
we carne to the officials and told them our
mission, they asked what denomination
we represented. When we told them we
were Adventists, almost the first question
was, "Do you teach the natives to keep
Saturday?" We naturally told them that
we did. Then we were told that it looked
as though that would bring confusion for
us to teach the natives to observe one day
and the other missionaries to teach them
to observe another. It was stated that the
natives have not the ability to diseern
those fine theological questions. It looked
as if we were about to be refused permis-
sion to get into the country. I asked for
permission to explain about our work. [
then began to stress the benefit to the
natives of attending an institution like the

one Elder Stockil had charge of, where the
buildings were erected by the natives
under the supervision of the missionary,
and where all the food is grown on the
mission. I explained the benefits thaI that
program had on the natives when they
returned to the villages and showed their
friends how to grow crops and build
buildings. [ said it just lifted them up onto
a higher plane of existence. While I was
speaking, the man broke in and said,
"Gentlemen, where would you like to
locate?" He then offered us any place we
wanted to go and gave us a lelter of
introduction to the officials concerned,
telling them to give us anything we
wanted. We were offered land for a mis-
sion free of charge. That may be another
reason why agriculture should be the A,
B, and C in education. It certainly shows
the effect it has upon the olTieials in the
mission rield. Recently a lelter came to
my notice where one government official
wrote to another after one of our brethren
visited him and talked about agriculture
and vocational training of the natives. In
the letter he said, "We discussed the
vocational education of the Africans on
agricultural lines. I believe that there is a
real place for this type of practical agricul-
tural education in Rhodesia." 0

To be continued.
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and the
theologian." I was thankful that I had Dr.
Blanco therc to vigorously defend the
prophetic role of Sister White. 1 regret
today that I did not make it even clearer
by saying, "But the Bible is replete with
statement aner statement linking justifi-
cation and sanctification together in the
gospel."

We might well ask the reason for these
faulted views. It is true that it would be
inappropriate to put man's imperfect
works with God's perfect works. But our
justification and sanctification are both
dependcnt upon faith. Justification and
sanctification are both mediated through
the dcath and sacrifice of our Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ. Upon this truth hang
some of the most important concepts of
the Seventh-day Adventist Church. This
area is very much a battlcground in God's
chwch, and it is critical for every Seventh-
day Adventist to understand these issues
fully. We have, not infrequently, sung
these words from one of F. E. Belden's
hymns: "Justified by His life, full and
free, sanctified by obeying His word."
Such words would be a perversion of the
gospel if the writer of this hymn did not
understand that we can obey God's word
only through faith in His enabling power.

There is no question about the truth
that we are juslified by faith. "Therefore

SEVERAL years ago I attended the
service at a church in Australia,

where the pastor, with great emphasis
said, "To put justification and sanelifiea-
lion together in the gospel is to commit
spiritual adultery." I was aghast. 1 did
not know what to do, for 1 noted that
there seemed to be lillie concern by the
members of the congregation to what
had been said, and presumably it had
passed them by. I had an impulse to
stand up and challenge the pastor, but 1
did not do so. Even now I sometimes
wonder whether I am not guilty before
the Lord for not doing so.
Nter the sermon, I addressed my

concerns to the pastor. J told him, "The
problem is, you do not understand the
true meaning of sanctification." He
quickly retorted, "What do you think I
believe sanctification to be?" I said,
"Let's start with justification. It was
obvious from your sermon that you
believe that justification is God's perfect
work for man through the death and
ministry of His Son Jesus Chris!." He
quickly asked, "What do you believe
justification to be?" I said, "[ believe it
to be exactly that. It is upon sanclifica-
tion that I have the greatest difficulty.
You obviously believe that sanelifiea-
tion is man's imperfect works for God.

Therefore, you see it as spiritual adultery
to put the concepts of justification and
sanctification together." Without deny-
ing this deduction on my part, he asked
again, "Well, what do you believe sanc-
tification to be?" I explained to him that
I believc that sanctification is God's
perfect work for man through the sacri-
fice and ministry of His Son Jesus
Christ. Then continued aconversation in
which, sadly, 1 do not believe that I
convinced the preacher that day of his
unbiblical errors. Nevertheless, it is
some of these positions, these under-
standings from Inspiration, that I will
sharc with the rcader in tltis article.

In 1977, I and the then dean of
Columbia Union COllege, Dr. Jack
Blanco, were dialoguing with four of the
best-known professors al the seminary at
Andrews University. When the issue of
justification and sanctification came up,
one of the professors said, "But sanctifi-
cation is not part of the gospel. It is a
good principle, but the gospel is justifi-
cation alone." 1 responded very strongly
that the Spirit of Prophecy was replete
with statement after statement linking
justification and sanctification together
with the gospel. The seminary professor
responded that what I had said was very
true, "But she [Sister WhileJ is not a

Colin D. Standish
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When one fully understands that we are just as
dependent upon Jesus Christ, His life, His ministry,
His death, and His high-priestly atonement for our
sanctification, we cannot in any way separate
justification and sanctification in the gospel

being justificd by faith, we have peace
with God through our Lord Jesus
Christ." Romans 5:1. However, many
pcople have somehow ovcrlooked thc
fact that thc samc faith that justifies,
sanctifies. Jesus Himself makes plain
that the faith that justifies, sanctifies.
Paul in rchcarsing to King Agrippa his
Damascus-road confrontation with
Jesus, quotes Jesus saying, "To open
their cycs, and to turn thcm from dark-
ness to light, and from the power of
Satan unto God, that they may receivc
forgiveness or sins, and inheritance
among them which arc sanctified by
faith that is in mc." Acts 26:18; empha-
sis added. Whcn one fully understands
that we arc just as dependent upon Jesus
Christ, His life, His ministry, His death,
and His high-priestly atonement for our
sanctification, we cannot in any way
separate justification and sanctification
in thc gospel.

In exploring thc relationship of justi-
[kation and sanctification to the cross,
we, and almost all Christians acccpt that
we arc justificd by the blood of Jesus
Christ. "Much more then, being now
justified by his blood, we shall be saved
from wrath through him." Romans 5:9.
But for some reason, it is much less
understood that that same sacrifice is
wholly necessary for OUT sanctification.
"Husbands, love your wives, even as
Christ also loved the church, and gave
himselffor it; that he might sallctify alld
cleanse it with the washing of the water
of the word, that he might present it to
himself a glorious church, not having
spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but
that it should be whoUy and without
blcmish." Ephesians 5:25-27; emphasis
added

Paul, elsewhere, reaffirms that we
arc sanctified through the sacrificc of
Jesus. "Whcrefore Jesus also, that he
might sanctify Ihe peoplc with his own
blood, suffcred without the gate." He-
brews 1.3:12. "By the which will we are
sanctified through the offering of the
body of Jesus Christ once for all." Hc-
brcws 10:10

Somchow, the preacher refcrrcd to
earlier scemcd unable to grasp thc stu-
pendous truth that we are justified and
sanctified by faith. And that the two not
only call bc placcd togethcr in the gospcl,
they are inscparable Siamesc twins in the
gospel. To hold to one without thc other is
to destroy lI,em both.

The Biblc is rich in scri pture which
declares that sanctification is God's
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work: "Now Joshua was clothed with
filthy garments, and stood before the
angel. And he answered and spake unto
those that stood beforc him, saying, Take
away the filthy garments from him. And
unto him he said, Behold, I have caused
thine iniquity to pass from thec, and I
will clothe thce with change of raimcnt."
Zechariah 3:3-4. "Teaching uS that,
denying ungodliness and worldly lusts,
we should live soberly, righteously, and
godly, in this present world; looking for
that blessed hope, and the glorious ap-
pearing of the great God and our Saviour

Jesus Christ; who gave himself for us,
that he might rcdeem us from all iniq-
uity, and purify unto himself a peculiar
people, zcalous of good works." Titus
2:12-14. "For it is God which worketh
in you both to will and to do of his good
pleasure." Philippians 2:13. "How much
more shall the blood of Christ, who
through the eternal Spirit offered him-
self without spot to God, purge your
conscience from dead works to serve the
living God?" Hebrews 9:14. "But we are
bound to give thanks alway to God for
you, brethrcn beloved of the Lord, be-
cause God hath from the beginning
chosen you to salvation through sanctifi-
cation of the Spirit and belief of the
truth." 2 Thessalonians 2:1.3

Christ iUustrated how the sanctified
life is impossible except through a con-
stant connection with divine power: "I
am the vinc, ye are the branches: he that
abideth in mc, and I in him, the same
bringeth forth much fruit: for without
mc yc can do nothing." John 15:5.
"Makc you pcrfect in cvcry good work
to do his will, working in you that which
is wellplcasing in his sight, through
Jesus Christ; to whom be glory forevcr
and ever." Hebrews 1.3:21

lt is therefore not surprising that
many of the texts of the New Testament
frequently linked justification and
sanctification together in thc gospel.
Here arc just a few of these references.

"To open their eyes, and to turn them
from darkness to light, and from the
power of Satan unto God, that they may
receive forgiveness of sins [justifica-
tion], and inheritance among them
which arc sanctified by faith that is in
me." Acts 26:18. "11' we confess our sins,
hc is faithful and just to forgivc us our
sins [justificationj, and to cleanse uS
from aU unrighteousness [sanctifica-
tion]." 1 John 1:9. "There is therefore
now no condemnation to them which are
in Christ Jesus [justification], who walk
not after the Ilesh, but after the Spirit

[sanctification]. For the law of the Spirit
of life in Christ Jesus hath made me frce
from the law of sin and death. For what
the law could not do, in thaI it was weak
through the flesh, God sending his own
Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and
for sin, condemned sin in the flesh [justi-
fication]: that the righteousness of the
law might be fulfilled in us, who walk
not after the Ilesh, but after the Spirit
[sanctification]." Romans 8:1-4. "He
that is unjust, let him be unjust stiU: and
he which is filthy, let him be filthy still:
and he that is righteous [justified], let
him be righteous [justified] still: and he
that is holy [sanctificdj, let him holy
[sanctified] still." Revelation 22:11.
"Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say
unto thee, Exccpt a man be born of water
[justification] and of the Spirit [sanctifi-
cation], he cannot entcr into the king-
dom of God." John 3:5

Evcn in the Lord's Prayer we find the
marriage of justification and sanctifica-
tion. "And forgive us our dcbts [justifi-
cation], as we forgive our debtors. And
lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil [sanctification]: for thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever. Amen." Matthew 6:12-1.3

How accuratcly this gospel is pre-
sented by Sister Whitel "If you give
yourself to Him, and accept Him as your
Saviour, then, sinful as your life may
have been, for His sake you arc ac-



It is amazing how careful students of the Word
of God could miss the inseparableness of
justification and sanctification

countcd rightcous. Christ's charactcr
stands in place of your character, and
you arc acccptcd bcfore God just as if
you had not sinned. More than this,
Christ changes thc hearl. He abides in
your hear! by faith." Steps to Christ, 62

It is amazing how carcful students of
the Word of God could miss the inscpa-
rableness ofjustification and sanctification.
They are intimatcly bound together in the
evcrlasting gospel that is to be presented to
the world. The study of Revelation 14:7,
which encapsulates the everlasting gospel,
makes clear that sanc1ification principles
arc essential to salvation.

Two years ago I was invited to be
interviewed by Paul Hunsburger, the

evangelical radio broad-
caster and nationally syndicated colum-
nist, on his program, "Meet Your Minis-
ter." The interview was proceeding well
when, without prior warning, he asked,
"How is a man saved?" My immediate
response was, "We are saved through the
death and ministry of our Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ" He clearly was
not satisfied that I had given him the full
position of a Seventh-day Adventist
minister, and so he penetrated a little
further. I then quoted Ephesians 2:8-9.
"For by grace are ye saved through faith;
and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of
God: not of works, lest any man should
boast." But then he went a step further,
and said, "But what place do works play
in salvation?" Of course I knew, that as a
Baptist, he almost certainly had a con-
cept of the legalistic approach by the
Seventh-day Adventist minister. I re-
sponded without acknowledgment with
Ellen WI,ite's statements to Elder AT
Jones. "While good works will not save
even one soul, yet it is impossible for
even one soul to be saved without good
works." SelectedMessages, book 1, 377.
He was satisfied with the response, and
agreed with my conclusion. I later re-
gretted that J had not continued in Ephe-
sians 2 through to verse 10. "For we arc

his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus
unto good works, which God hath before
ordained that we should walk in them."

Seventh-day Adventists have often
been accused of legalism, and indeed
some Adventists have been swcpt into
legalism. But that is not the gospel that
God has given to us. We are saved by
grace, through faith and that not of
ourselves, it is the gift of God. Both our
justification and sanctification arc
cated upon the death and ministry of our
precious Saviour.

Because faithful Seventh-day Ad-
ventists believe that the gospel incor-

porates both justification and sanctifica-
tion, they have often been referred to as
Romanish and papal. Some confidently
claim that to link justification and
sanctification together with the gospel is
to deny the Protestant Reformation, and
to establish Catholic principles within
the Seventh-day Adventist Church. It is
true that Ihe Catholic Church taught that
the gospel centered upon both justifica-
tion and sanctification, whereas
tantism was built primarily upon a
gospel of justification alone.

The accusations leveled against the
Seventh-day Adventist message arc
based upon the deliberations of the
Council of Trent. The Council of Trent,
held 1545 to 1563, was convened in a
desperate efforl to counter the Protestant
Reformation. Over the 18-year period of
the council, the bishops discussed many
issues; few more vigorously than the
issue of whether the gospel consisted of
justification alone. Eventually, by ma-
jority vote, the bishops voted to uphold
the belief that the gospel consists of
justification and sanctification. Many ar-
ticulate supporters of Reformational the-
ology today accuse those who hold the
fundamental, biblical concept of a
gospel that incorporates both justifica-
tion and sanctification of placing them-
selves in the Catholic tradition rather
than in the Protestant tradition.

To many uninformed hearers, this
[act proves to be convincing evidence.
What is never revealed is the boltom line
of the findings of the bishops of the
Council of Trent. Their concept of
sanctification was altogether different
from biblical sancti fieation. It was a
works-oriented concept. To the Roman
Catholic bishops, the issue of sanctifica-
tion was the issue of the seven sacred
sacraments: Mass, holy orders, mar-
riage, baptism, penance, confirmation,
and extreme unction. The decision of the
bishops was the ultimate statement of a
works gospel; a sanctification built upon
sacramentalism.

This concept was exactly the legal-
ism of the Jews condemned by Christ. It
is the belief that our works merit salva-
tion. Commenting upon it, Sister White
said, "Priests and rulers became fixed in
a rut of ceremonialism. They were
satisfied with the legal religion, and it
was impossible for them to give to
others the living truths of heaven." The
Acts of the Apostles, 15. '''A legal re-
ligion has been thought quite the correct
religion for this time. But it is a mistake.

A cold, legal religion can never
lead souls to Christ; for it is a loveless,
Christless religion. . . . The solemn
assembly for worship, the round of re-
ligious ceremonies, the external humil-
iation, the imposed sacrifice-all pro-
claimed to the world the testimony that
the doer of these things considers him-
self righteous." Selected Messages, book
1,388

The Seventh-day Adventist Church
has strongly disavowed this legalistic
concept of salvation. "It is impossible for
us, of ourselves, to escape from the pit of
sin in which we arc sunken. OUT hearts arc
evil, and we cannot change them.
Education, culture, the exercise of the
will, human effort, all have their proper
sphere, but here they are powerless. They
may produce an outward correctness of
behavior, but they cannot change the
hcart; they cannot purify the springs of
life. There must be a power working from
within, anew Life from above, before man
can be changed from sin to holiness. That
power is Christ. His grace alone can
quicken the lifeless faculties of the soul,
and attract it to God, and to holiness."
Sleps 10 Christ, 18

Yet it is of utmost importance to
recognize that blood-bought justifica-
tion and sanctification do not exist
without works of righteousness. Thus
there is no forcn-sic or legal justification
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The commandments of God and the faith of
Jesus are both important, immensely important,
and must be given with equal force and power

without good works. "If ye know that he
is righteous, ye know that every onc that
doeth righteousness is born of him."
"Little children, let no man deceive you:
he that doeth righteousness is righteous,
even as he is righteous." 1 John 2:29;
3:7. Neither is there sanctification
without righteous acts. "Seeing ye have
purified your souls in obeying !he truth
through the Spirit unto unfeigned love of
the brethren, sec that ye love one another
with a pure heart fervently." 1 Peter 1:22

Indeed, neither can take place in the
life without the most work for
man to fulfill-the surrender of his will.
"God requires the entire surrender of the
heart, before justification can take place;
and in order for man to retain justifica-
tion, there must be continual obedience,
through active, living faith that works by
lovc and purifics the souL" Selecled
Messages, book 1, 366. "Sanctification
means perfect love, perfect obedience,
entire conformity to God's will. II means
an unreserved surrender to Him. It
means to be pure and unscIrish, without
spot or blemish." Siglls of Ihe Times,
May 28, 1902. "True sanctification is an
entire conformity to the will of God.1I
SallclificdLifc, 9

Frequently the servant of thc Lord
assures US that we arc sanctified as our
faith in Christ is manifestcd in obe-
dience: "The followers of Christ arc to
become like Him-by the grace of God
to form characters in harmony with the
principles of His holy law. This is Bible
sanctification.

"This work can be accomplished
only through faith in Christ, by the
power of the indwelling Spirit of God.
Paul admonishes believers: 'Work out
your own salvation with fcar and trem-
bling. For it is God which workcth in
you both to will and to do of His good
pleasure.' Philippians 2:12-13. Thc
Christian will feel the promptings of sin,
but he will maintain a constant warfare
against it. Here is where Christ's help is
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needed. Human weakness becomes
united to divine strength, and faith ex-
claims: 'Thanks be to God, which giveth
us the victory through our Lord Jesus
Christ.' 1 Corinthians 15:57." The Greal
COllIroversy, 469-470

"Bible sanctification is a conformity
to the will of God, auained by rendering
obedience to His law, through faith in
His Son." The Spiril ofProphecy, vol. 4,
299; see also The Acls of Ihe Aposlles,
559, 563, 565

Sanctification includes daily con-
formity to God's will, dying of self daily,
and constant growth in grace. See Tes·
timonies, vol. 4,299; vol. 1,340

It is now important for US to look at
this message in the light of the message
of Christ our righteousness as preached
in 1888 and onward. Some have tried to
suggest that the 1888 message was a
message of justification alone. Such a
belief is not true. Just two statements
make this fact clear. Speaking of the
1888 message, the servant of the Lord
says, "The Lord in His great mercy sent
a most precious message to His people
through Eldcrs Waggoner and Jones.
This message was to bring more promi-
nently before the world the uplifted

Saviour, the sacrifice for the sins of the
whole world. It presented justification
through faith in the Surety; it invited the
people to receive the righteousness of
Christ, which is made manifest in obe-
diencc to all the commandments of God
[sanctification]." Testimonies to Minis·
lers, 91-92. "This is the testimony that
must go throughout the length and
breadth of the world. It presents the law
and the gospel, binding up the two in a
pcrfcct whole." Ibid., 94. "The soul-
saving message, the third angcl's mes-
sage, is the message to be given to the
world. The commandments of God and
the failh of Jcsus arc both important,
immcnsely important, and must be given
with equal force and power." Selecled
Messages, book 3, 184

There can be only one rcason to
attempt to separate sanctification from
the gospel. It is an auempt by Satan to
keep men and women in unrighteous-
ness so that they will ultimately be lost.
Today there is a burden to bring our
pcople to assurance. We must be careful,
howevcr, not to bring people to a carnal
security. It was Paul who said, "I am not
ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is
the power of God unto salvation." Ro-
mans 1:16. Unless men and women un-
derstand the full power of the everlast-
ing gospel, they will never be able to
have the salvation that it offers. How-
ever, those who havc accepted the full-
ness of the gospel do have an assurance.
That assurance is not built upon their
own works, or their own holiness, it is
built rather upon the assurance of Jesus.
They understand that "He is able to save
them to the ullermost that come unto
God by him." Hebrews 7:25. They un-
derstand that the Lord is "not willing
that any should perish, but that all
should corne to repentance." 2 Peter 3:9.
They believe that if they confess their
sins, He is faithful and just to forgive
them their sins and to cleanse them from
all unrighteousness. Sec 1 John 1:9.
They believe that He will not suffer
them to be tempted above that they are
ablc, but will with'the temptation also
make a way of escape that they may be
able to bear il. Sec 1 Corinthians 10:13.
They believe that He is able to present
them faultless before the presence of His
glory with cxceeding joy. Sec Jude 24

Having had the privilege of minister-
ing to many who were dying in the full
understanding of the gospel of Jesus
Christ, I have ncver found a man or a
woman on their deathbed who was
struggling, or without assurance. It was
obvious that each one of them died with
a great peace and hope of the soon return
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. I
contrast them with those who have
trusted to self and felt that sanctification
was man's works. These often face
struggles and uncertainties as they faced
the last momcnts of probationary time in
thcir lives. There is no question that, if it
were not for the sacrifice of Jesus, the
cross ofCalvary, the central theme of the
gospel, none of us could be justified or
sanctified. These arc the grcat transcend-
ent truths that bring man to justification
and sanctification, and prepare God's
people for the judgmcnt and the fellow-
ship with the holy angels and with Jesus
Himself throughout eternity. 0



Editorial
Continued from 2

as a bridegroom decketh himself with orna-
ments, and as a bride adorneth herself with
her jewels. For as the earth bringeth forth
her bud, and as the garden eauseth the
things that are sown in it to spring forth; so
the Lord God will cause righteousness and
praisc to spring forth bcforeall the nations."
Isaiah 61:10-11

"Thc Christian life is a battle and a
march. But the victory to be gained is not
won by hwnan power. The field of conflict
is the domain ofthc heart. The battle which
we have to fight-the greatest battle that
was ever fought by man-is the surrender
of self to the will ofGod, the yielding of the
hcart to the sovereignty of love. The old
nature, born of blood and of the will of the
nesh, cannot inherit the kingdom of God.
111e hereditary tendencies, the former hab-
its, must be given up." Thoughts From the
Mormt a/Blessing, 141

Each Christian is at war with Satan.
Each day is a battle and a march. This
statement from God through His last-day
prophet will help us to better understand
that fierce battle that each of uS must win:
"The victory is not won without much
earnest prayer, without the humbling of
self at every step. Our will is not to be
forced into co-operation with divine agen-
cies, but it must be voluntarily submitted.
Were it possible to force upon you with a
hundredfold greater intensity the in-
nuence of the Spirit of God, it would not
make you a Christian, a fit subject for
heaven. The stronghold of Satan would
not be broken. The wiJl must be placed on
the side of God's will. You are not able, of
yourself, to bring your purposes and
desires and inclinations into submission to
the will of God; but if you are 'willing to
be made willing,' God will accomplish
the work for you, even 'casting down
imaginations, and every lugh thing that
cxaltcth itself against the knowledge of
God, and bringing into captivity every
thought to the obedicnce of Christ.'
2 Corinthians 10:5. Then you will 'work
out your own salvation with fear and
trembling. For it is God which worketh in
you both to will and to do of His good
pleasure.' Philippians 2: 12-13." Ibid.,
142-143

Our only hope is in Christ our right-
eousness. We cannot walk in our own
ways and be saved. Jeremiah gives us
this counsel: "0 Lord, I know that the
way of man is not in himself: it is not in
man that walketh to direct his steps. a
Lord, correct me, but with judgment; not

in thine anger, lest thou bring me to
nothing." Jeremiah 10:23-24

Willing obedience is our part, for Christ
then immediately justifies the repentant
sinner. The Holy Spirit then holds the
repentant sinner in the relationship to justi-
fication, and as long as he is willing to be
made willing to obey, justifieation and
sanctifieation are in the process ofdevelop-
ing and refining his character to resemble
the Saviour. Our prophet, again by inspira-
tion, portrays this experience in these
words: "The only hope for US if we would
overcome is to unite our will to God's will
and work in co-operation with Him, hour
by hour and day by day. We cannot retain
self and yet enter the kingdom ofGod. Ifwe
ever attain unto holiness, it will be through
the renunciation ofself and the reception of
the mind of Christ. Pride and self-suffi-
ciency must be crucified. Are we willing to
pay the price required of us? Are we willing
to have our will brought into perfect con-
formity to the will of God? Until we arc
willing, the transforming grace of God
cannot be manifest upon us.

"The warfare which we arc to wage
is the 'good fight of faith.' '1 also labor,'
said the apostle Paul, 'striving according
to his working, which worketh in me
mightily.' Colossians 1:29." rhoughts
From the Moum a/Blessing, 142-143

Let us remember, we cannot be
justified while committing known sins or
neglecting known duties. "But while God
can be just, and yct justify the sinner
through the merits of Christ, no man can
cover his soul with the garments of
Christ's righteousness while practicing
known sins, or neglecting known duties.
God requires the entire surrender of the
heart, before justification ean take place;
and in order [or man to retain justification,
there must be continual obedience,
through active, living faith that works by
love and purifies the soul.

l'James writes o[ Abraham and says,
'Was not Abraham our father justified by
works, when he had offered Isaac his son
upon the aitar? Seest thou how faith
wrought with his works, and by works
was faith made perfect? And the scripture
was fulfilled which saith, Abraham
believed God, and it was imputed unto
him for righteousness: and he was ealled
the Friend of God. Yesee then how that by
works a man is justified, and not by faith
only' (James 2:21-24). In order for man to
be justified by faith, faith must reach a
point where it will control the affections
and impulses of the heart; and it is by
obedience that faith itself is made perfect.

"Without the grace of Christ, the sin-
ner is in a hopeless condition; nothing can
be done for him; but through divine grace,
supernatural power is imparted to the
man, and works in mind and heart and
character. It is through thc impartation of
the grace of Christ that sin is discerned in
its hateful nature, and finally driven from
the soul temple. It is through gracc that we
are brought into fellowship with Christ, to
be associated with Him in the work of
salvation. Faith is the condition upon
which God has seen fit to promise pardon
to sinners; not that there is any virtue in
faith whereby salvation is merited, but
because faith ean lay hold of the merits of
Christ, the remedy provided for sin. Faith
can prescnt Christ '5 perfect obedience
instead of the sinner's transgression and
defection. When the sinner believes that
Christ is his personal Saviour, then, ac-
cording to His unfailing promises, God
pardons his sin, and justifies hinl freely.
The repentant soul realizes that his just ifi-
cation comes becau.sc Christ, as his Sub-
stitute and Surety, has died for him, is his
atonement and righteousness." Selected
Messages, book 1, 366-367

Yes, righteousness by faith is right
doing-a spontaneous love relationship
with Jesus. For His sacrifice we will be
indebted throughout eternity. "Christ
was treated as we deserve, that we might
be treated as He deserves. He was con-
demned for our sins, in which He had no
share, that we might be justified by His
righteousness, in which we had no share.
He suffered the death which was ours,
that we might receive the life which was
His. 'With his stripes we arc healed.' "
rhe Desire a/Ages, 25

As we elose this editorial in this
special edition of righteousness by faith,
let me present this beautiful thought from
Inspiration: "By beholding Jesus, talking
of His love and perfection of character, we
become changed into His image. By con-
tcmplating the lofty ideal Hc has placed
before us, we shall be uplifted into a pure
and holy atmosphere, even the presence
of God. When we abide here, there goes
forth from us a light that irradiates all who
are connected with us." rhe Ministry af
Healing, 492

May God now help us to understand
and experience the gospel of Christ and
by having His faith, be transformed into
His likeness and then be part of God's
final demonstration of His love and mercy
for the fallen race.

Ron Spear-EtHTOR
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Selected Sermons from Hope International's

1992 Camp Meetings
These tapes arc available for $2 eaeh if

purchased as a set, or $2.50 each if ordered
separately. Please add 15% for shipping.
Washington residents add 7.5% sales tax.

English
Ray DeCarlo. . . . . . . . . . .. $8

The Sh."tking of the Remn:lnt; The In-
vcstigative Judgmcnlj Beware of F:'llse
Prophecy; Time No Longer

Clark Floyd .. . . . . . . . . . . $20
The Fin:.1 Deception; Loathing the
Ughl Bread; Judgment for the 5.,ints;
Tcmpl:llion-Powcr to Overcome;
Wheel Within the Wheel; Gi:\nts in the
L."lnd; Lest We Forget; Impetuous
Peter; Debt :'\nd Country Living; The
Two

Ron Goss $12
Iioid Fast; Lessons for Our Times;
Prcp:ning for the Crisis; Whose Ship
Are You In?; Wilnesses; Bcw;\re of the
Snares

Kenneth Hodges $4
Scvcnth-day Advent ist-Why?
(2 topes)

Jim Hohnberger $8
Come Unto Me; Abidc in Mc; Cel\'ic Ye
From Man; Saving Faith

Hal Mayer. . . . . . . . . . . .. $4
What Is the QlUrch?; Every Christian
Has a Fiery Furnace

Evan Sadler $14
History of the Protestant Bible
(6 tape'»; Witnessing Before It Is Too
L1te

Vernon Sparks $10
The Final Work; Proper Diet; Natural
Remedics; RC:lSons for Reform; He.'lith
Refonn/Dcform

Ron Spear . . . . . . $12
Walking As Enoch Walked;

lbe Mind of Chrisl; The Evcrl:lSting
Gospel; "n,e Sc.1Iing; Pray and Prepare

Colin Standish $20
Unity; The Five Foolish Virgins; lbe

Gospel 10 All the World; The Second
Angel's lbc Third Angel's
Mcssngc; Exceedingly Abundant
Grxc; Jcrcmi:\h-Prophcl of Coumsc;
The Time of the Sh.1king (2 Tbe
Jesuit Found:lIion of Futurism: Warn-
ings Against 'lime-selling

Spanish
Ray DeCarlo $8

L1 Nculrnlidad en Un.1 Crisis; EI bran-
deo; L-u Fiestas (2 tapes)

Clark Floyd $4
£1 Juicio Invcstigador; Perfccei6n Cris-
tbna

Ron Spear $6
£1 Pacto Eterno; L1S Senalcs del Fin;
L1 Apost:\sf:l Omega

Norberto Restrepo $6
Educ.1ndo 1:\ F:lmili:\; Educ:mdo con
Amori iD6ndc E.'it(i cl Reb:lno Que Te
Fue Dndo?

Life AbundantMissionary Institute
40416123rd Ave. Ct. East. EatonVille, WA 98328 • (206) 832-4491/6602

There are several ways you can learn
marc about the causes and treatment of
disease, how (0 care for the sick using
natural remedies based on the eight laws
of health, and other ways to win souls to
Christ, including cooking schools and
Bible studies. These topics and more are
being offered by the staff of Life Abun-
dant Missionary Institute.

Field Seminars

You may invite our staff to present a
seminar in your area. These seminars
present God's call for each member of
His church to be a medical missionary.
Classes are given in simple remedies
and healthful cooking.

Ministry of Healing Seminars

Theseven·day seminars held at the new
facilities of Life Abundant Missionary In·
stitutc offer instruction in the following

The Ministry ofHealing, hydrother-
apy, the usc of charcoal, nutrition, con-
troverted he.:1.lth issues, and how to give
Bible studies. The total tuition for these

24 Our Firm FoundatiQn February 1993

courses is $180, including handouts, food,
and lodging. The next two on-campus
seminars are seheduled for February 24-
March 2 and March 24-30.

Home Health Instructor Course

Our four-month gospel medical mis-
sionary program, scheduled for May
3-August 31, 1993, offers a brief, yet
comprehensive, training in Bible work
and health ministry. This course includes
the topics covered by the Ministry of
Healing seminars in greater depth, along
with a class entitled The Creator's
Masterpiece (human anatomy and phys-
iOlogy). Please call or write for enroll-
ment prices and information.

Correspondence Courses

The following courses are now avail-
able for study:

• The Creator's Masterpiece
• Simple Home Remedies
• Vegetarian Diet and Foods
• The Ministry of Healing
• How to Give Bible Studies

Write for in/onna/ioll:

If you would like more information
regarding any of these services, please
write or call u') at the address shown
above.

Pre-registration is required for the
courses at Life Abundant Missionary
Institute.



The Opposer's Work
W HEREUNTO shall I liken this

generation? It is like unto child-
ren sitting in the markets, and calling
unto their fellows, and saying, We have
piped unto you, and ye have not danced;
we have mourned unto you, and ye have
not lamented. For John came neither
eating nor drinking, and they say, He
hath a devil. The Son of man came
eating and drinking, and they say, Be-
hold a man gluttonous, and a winebib-
ber, a friend of pUblicans and sinners.
But wisdom is justified of her children."
Matthew 11:16-19

Just before Jesus uttered these
words, He had been speaking of John the
Baptist. He had said to the multitudes,
"What went ye out into the wilderness to
see? A reed shaken with the wind? But
what went ye out for to see? A man
clothed in soft raiment? behold, they that
wear soft clothing are in kings' houses.
But what went ye out for to see? A
prophet? yea, I say unto you, and more
than a prophet. For this is he, of whom it
is written, Behold, I send my messenger
before thy face, which shall prepare thy
way before thee. Verily I say unto you,
Among them that are born of women
there hath not risen a greater than John
the Baptist: notwithstanding he that is
least in the kingdom of heaven is greater

than he." Matthew 11:7-11. "And all the
people that heard him, and the publi-
cans, justified God, being baptized with
the baptism of John. But the Pharisees
and lawyers rejected the counsel of God
against themselves, being not baptized
of him." Luke 7:29-30
Those who rejected the testimony of

John were unwilling to receive the testi-
mony of Him of whom John declared,
"He must increase, but I must decrease."
John 3:30. The scribes, Pharisees, and
rulers were determined that they would
not see the evidences of truth, and they
evaded the most manifest conclusions.
To justify their course of stubborn un-
belief, they lost no possible opportunity
of seizing upon anything in the teaching
of Jesus that they could misconstrue,
misapply, or falsify. When there was no
possibility of misapplying the truth of
Christ's words, these men who rejected
the counsel of God against themselves,
started questions that had no reference to
the matter in hand, so as to attract the
attention of the people away from the
lesson that Jesus sought to teach, and
adroitly evade the truth. The Pharisees
were not blindly opposing the doctrines
of Christ; for the truth made deep im-
pressions upon their minds; but they
resisted truth, and went contrary to their

convictions, closing their eyes lest they
should see, hardening the heart, lest they
should perceive, and be converted, and
Christ should heal them. In their self-
righteousness they were too proud to
accept the help that Christ came to bring
to them.

The manner in which the Pharisees
sought to evade the truth, and to turn the
attention of the people away from vital
lessons-by starting questions that did
not bear upon the SUbject-is one in
which the opposers of truth in all ages
have taken refuge. Satan, who is profi-
cient in all manner of arts for the re-
sisting of truth, suggests to his agents
plans whereby they may reject the coun-
sel of God against themselves. He in-
cites the opposers of truth to start false
issues, to discuss questions that are not
to the point, in order that those who are
convicted and half convinced, may be
turned aside from their investigation and
acceptance of truth. Ever since the days
of Christ there have been men whose
attitude toward truth has said, "Depart
from me, 0 God. I want not Thy way,
but my own way."
There are many who seek to evade

the truth, to run away from the Lord. If
they perceive that arguments are pre-
sented which will overthrow the opinion

Ellen G. White
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When the Lord sends a message, he gives
sufficient evidence to convince the honest in
heart of its truth; but those who would resist
the truth call for greater evidence

they have held; if they sec that there is a
possibility of their being convinced of
some truth they have not advocated, and
that they may be compelled to give up
their resistance, and yield to the truth,
straightway they flee from the influence
of its propagators, in order that they may
stiIJ walk in thc sparks of thcir own
kindling; but the Lord declares of this
class, They "shall lie down in sorrow,'"
Sce Isaiah 50: 11

The messenger of heaven cannot
hope to please thosc who arc determined
to resist the truth. Christ describes them
as saying, "We have piped unto you, and
yc have not danced; we have mourned
unto you, and yc have not lamented."
Matthew 11:17. Whatever course the
messenger may pursue, it will be ob-
jectionable to the opposers of truth; and
they wiIJ make capital of every defect in
the manners, customs, or character of its
advocate, in order that they may prevent
those from giving it their candid atten-
tion who would listen to the evidences.
If there is anything through which the
opposers can find occasion to falsify the
character or misinterpret the action of
him who presents the truth, they wiIJ
take advantage of it to deter those who
would accept and obey the truth from
hearing or believing the message.

The Lord sent messages to His
people through the agency of patriarchs
and prophets, in order that the evils
which existed in His people might be
corrected. Had it been possible for them
to discern the traditions and interpreta-
tions of men from the truth of God, there
would have been no need of sending the
message of the prophet; but this was not
possible; for the maxims of the world
were woven into their teaching as the
warp is with the woof, and the com-
mandments of men were regarded with
more reverence than were the command-
ments of God. Man-made theories pass
from one to another, and the doctrines of
men, like evil leaven, work actively till
the whole lump is leavened. When the
Lord sends a message, He gives suffi-
cient evidence to convince the honest in
heart of its truth; but those who would
resist Ihe truth caU for greater evidence.
Should the Lord give them a grealer
evidence, it would only make their op-
position more determined.

The work of John the Baptist was to
exhort the people to prepare the way of
the Lord, to make straight in the desert a
highway for our God. The angel an-
nounced John's mission to Zacharias,

saying, "He shall be great in the sight of
the Lord, and shall drink neither wine
nor strong drink; and he shall be filled
with the Holy Ghost, even from his
mother's womb. And many of the child-
ren of Israel shall he turn to the Lord
their God. And he shall go before him in
the spirit and power of Elias, to turn the
hearts of the fathers to the children, and
the disobedient to the wisdom of the
just; to make ready apeople prepared for
the Lord." Luke 1:15-17. His message
was to startle and arouse Ihe people. He
was not to associate with men, but wait

in the wilderness, and the people were to
come to him to hear his message. He was
clothed in coarse raiment, such as was
customary for the clothing of prophets,
and he refused everything that savored
of self-indulgence. He lifted up his voice
as a trumpet in warning and reproof, and
many were converted, and baptized of
him in Jordan.

But although John was a messenger
of God, not all received his testimony.
Many set themselves against him, and
strove to counteract his innuence. They
pointed in scorn to his abstemious life,
his simple habits, his coarse garments,
and declared that he was a fanatic. They
resisted his words because he denounced
their hypocrisy with scathing rebukes,
and they sought to stir up the people
agains' him by declaring that he set aside
their religious ceremonies, and held in
contempt their traditions. Nevertheless
the Spirit of the Lord was at work upon
the hearts of these scorners, convincing
them of sin; but they rejected the counsel
of God, and in the face of the evidence
He had given them 10 the contrary, de-
clared that John was possessed of a
devil. Thus they cut the last link that
bound them to heavenly influences, and
were left in darkness.

After John had given his message,
Jesus began His ministry. He had
clothed His divinity with humanity, in
order that humanity might touch human-

ity, and divinity lay hold on the infinite
One. He came to reach the people, and to
lift them up. He eame to represent to
them the character of the Father.
Wherever He had opportunity, wherever
He found a hungry soul, He presented
the bread which cometh down from
heaven. Worldly position, worldly
honor, had no aUraction for Him, but
that which appealed to His heart was a
soul thirsting for the water of life. While
He rebuked the Pharisees for their hy-
pocrisy, He did not refuse to sit at the
table of publicans and sinners, since it

afforded Him an opportunity of pre-
senting to them lessons of divine truth.
Many who thus received a favorable
impression of the Saviour were con-
verted after His ascension. Three thou-
sand were converted in a day when the
Holy Spirit was poured out, and many of
them were of those who had listened to
Christ's gracious utterances while at the
tables of the publicans.

Because of His association with sin-
ners, Jesus was accused of being a glut-
ton and a winebibber; but the very ones
who made this charge were themselves
the guilty ones. Satan's method of mis-
representing the eharaCler of God is to
attribute to Him his own characteristics,
and thus do wicked men falsify the
messenger of the Lord. Those who ac-
cused Jesus, and who had said that John
had a devil, knew that they were bearing
false witness; but they were filled with
jealousy, because, though they had so
long been the acknOWledged leaders of
the people, they were set aside, and the
people thronged to hear the words of
another.

So selfish were the Pharisees and
leaehers, Ihat they did not stop to con-
sider the fact that Jesus was eating with
publicans and sinners in order to diffuse
the light of heaven to those who sat in
darkness. They did not stop to notice that
every word dropped by the divine
Teacher was as a living seed that should
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germinate, and bear fruit to the glory of
God. They did not realize that every
action of His life was fraught with eter-
nal influence that should never lose its
force. The Pharisecs and rabbis had de-
termined that they would not accept the
light given by Christ; and He turned to
the common people, who heard Him
gladly, whose hearts were not fortified
against the entrance of His words that
give light and understanding unto the
simple. Jcsus had come to be the Saviour
of all-Jew and Gentile, rich and poor,
free and bond. He identified His intcrest
with that of suffering humanity; but
when accused of friendship for publi-
cans and sinners, He said: lOI am come
not to call the righteous, but sinners to
repentance." Luke 5:32

Prompted by pride, prejudice, and
hatred, the Pharisecs, priests, and rulers
rejected the Lord of glory. His mighty
works had no softening influence upon
their minds; for they hardened their
hearts Icst they should be converted.
When evidence is given that a man is a

messenger of the Lord of hosts, that he
speaks in God's stead, it is perilous to
the soul to reject and despise the mcs-
sage. To turn away from heaven's light
and refuse the light·bearcr, is to take a
course similar to lhat which Satan took
in the courts of heaven when he created
rebellion in the ranks of the angels. He
misrepresented the character of God,
and placed in a false light His gracious
commandments. He evaded the truth,
and subtly worked to make good appear
as evil, and evil as good. He has lost
none of his tact, and through his agents,
manifcsts the same diplomacy and skill
in evading truth, in creating false issues,
in misrepresenting the message and the
messenger. Not only do we see his work-
ing in the world among those who
openly oppose the truth, but also in the
church his art is manifested in the divi-
sions and controversies among those
who profess to be the children of God.

Whenever the Lord has a special
work to do among His people, when He
would arouse their minds to contemplate

vital truth, Satan will work 10 divert the
mind by introducing minor points of
difference, in order that he may create an
issue concerning doctrines that are not
essential to the understanding of the
point in hand, and thus bring about
disunion, and distract attention from the
essential point. When this occurs, the
Lord is at work making impressions
upon the heans of men, concerning that
which is necessary to their salvation.
Then if Satan can draw the mind away to
some unimportant issue, and cause the
people to divide on some minor point, so
that their hearts arc barricaded against
light and truth, he exults in malicious
triumph. This he has done in the past,
and this he purposes to do still, in order
that he may cast his hellish shadow
between the people and Iheir God, and
cut off the light that the Lord would have
shine upon His children. 0

Review and Herald, vol. 2, 603--604
(October 18, 1892)

''/SSUES''
CiJnfusiol Of SoIuUOIJ!

··ISSUES··
Confusion or SolutIons?I T is sad but true-tension exists between the leaders of theNorth American Division of Seventh-day Adventist and

eertain Independent Ministries, induding Hope International.
Many of God's people are burdened and eon fused eoneerning the
reasons for this tension, and the question is frequently asked, "Are there no solutions?"
We at Hope International sineerely believe that the "solution" to the present erisis ean be found in the Bible

and the Spirit of Propheey, yet it will require a death to self, and a full-hearted eommitment to follow, not Hope
International or Our Firm Foundation, but "the Lamb whithersoever he goeth." Revelation 14:4

"ISSUES:' ,
Confusion or Solutions

"Issues: Confusion or Solutions?"
A four-hour video prcsentation featuring Ken Hodgcs, Hope International's

Administrative Committee Chairman, with Dr. Russell Standish and Raymond DeCarlo.
Available on two quality VIIS video easselles for $30.00 (U.S. dollars) plus 15% postage.

Now available on audio cassette
Four one-hour tapes for only
$8.00 (U .S. dollars) plus 15%

add 7.5% sales tax.
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Supportive Ministries
A swe have seen in previous articles,

God, in fulfillment of prophecy,
raised up the Seventh-day Adventist
Church in the mid-nineteenth century to
be His visible, remnant church on earth.
He organized it and empowered it as He
did the early apostolic church to carry
His gospel of the kingdom to the whole
world within the time period of a few
years. Rather than hastening Christ's
coming, we have actually delayed and
prolonged it because of persistent insub-
ordination to Christ's leadership, and
through failure to reproduce His charac-
ter in our lives. See Spalding-Magan's
Unpublished Manuscript Testimonies of
Ellen G. White, 202; Christ'S Object
Lessons, 69

It was God's plan that every branch
of His end-time work for the world was
to be an integral part ofHis organization.
As we learned in Part Two of this series,
the reorganization of the church in 1901
included making a number of previously
autonomous ministries to be depart-
ments of the General Conference. Thus
every institution and every worker with
their associated fmancial systems were
to be part of the one co-ordinated organi-
zation. Through the Spirit of Prophecy,
Christ described the nature and the
methods of operation of the various in-
stitutions He desired in the finishing of
His work on earth.

Resistance to obeying Christ's au-
thority in regard to operating the

branches of His work began early in the
Seventh-day Adventist Church. By 1902
it had reached the point where the Lord
caused or permitted the complete de-
struction, by fire, of both the Battle
Creek Sanitarium and the Review and
Herald Publishing House, also in Battle
Creek. See Our Firm Foundation, "A
Tune of Change," March, April, May
1990

"God has entrusted to His ministers
the work of proclaiming His last mes-
sage of mercy to the world. He is dis-
pleased with those who do not throw
their whole energies into this alI-impor-
tant work. Unfaithfulness on the part of
the appointed watchmen on the walls of
Zion endangers the cause of truth and
exposes it to the ridicule of the enemy. It
is time for our ministers to understand
the responsibility and sacredness of their
mission." Testimonies, vol. 7,254

It was God's plan that the laymen
should also be involved in soul winning.
There are numerous counsels for church
members to do missionary work. Types
of witnessing especially mentioned are
distributing truth-filled literature, giving
Bible studies and relieVing the sick and
the destitute. See Pamphlets, No.5, 32-
33; Review and Herald, vol. 6, 465;
Testimonies, vol. 9, 127-130
Families with various skills were

encouraged to move into unworked
areas as self-supporting workers. They
were to hold evangelistic meetings, do
canvassing, and even start schools and
small sanitariums, using simple reme-
dies. See Testimonies, vol.7, 22, 33,
227-228; vol. 8, 245; Pamphlets, No.5,
32-33. The normal plan was that de-
nominational workers would then come
along to baptize and organize members
into companies and churches. In the
organizational phase not all buildings
and properties were to be signed over to
the Conference, nor the self-supporting
workers displaced against their will.

We have the case of D. T. Shireman,
a self-supporting evangelist and colpor-
teur, who was apparently ordained as a
minister in 1902 at the age of 68 years.
See Sevellth-day Advelltist Encyclope-
dia, 1192. The following counsels were
written in July 1901:

"Let the aged minister of God work
in the place where he has accomplished
so much till the Lord, by His Holy Spirit,
moves upon him to work in another
place. The Conference should under-
stand that it has no right to send a man to
take the work out of the hands of one
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God uses self-supporting workers not only to
work yet unentered territory but also to do
special tasks that the organization has failed to
carry out

who has done the hard labor, gaining his
way little by little by hard strokes, the
Lord working with him, and giving him
his hire in souls for his labor. Study the
action of Christ, as recorded in John
4:1-3. In regard to the property which
Brother Shireman has built up, let no
selfish greed force him to make it over to
the Conference." Spaldil/g-Magal/'s UI/-
published Mal/uscript Testimol/ies of
Ellel/ G. White, 192

But God uses self-supporting work-
ers not only to work yet unentered terri-
tory but also to do special tasks that the
organization has failed to carry out. In-
dependent ministries, operating without
a separationisl attitude, will actually be
supportive ministries, and their work can
involve the private ownership and
operation of pUblishing houses, schools
and churches, with private support of
their workers, including ministers and
teachers. Supportive, self-supporting
work can involve the pUblishing of ma-
gazines and books, and the raising and
solicitation of funds to support such
endeavors.

At the close of the American Civil
War in 1865, there were approximately
three and one-half million former slaves
who were starting a new way of life.
Though freed from their human masters,
they were far from free from sin. They
were in dire need of basic knowledge of
how to care for their physical, mental
and spiritual needs. Immediately after
the War, the United States government
and some of the stronger Christian
churches began "a good work, but sadly
failed to reach more than a compara-
tively few." Testimonies, vol. 9,205. The
Seventh-day Adventist Church "failed to
act its part." Ibid., 205

During the 1890s the servant of the
Lord repeatedly brought the attention of
the church to its neglected work. In
March of 1891 she read an appeal, "Our
Duty to the Colored People," to church
leadership. Ten articles from her pen
regarding the importance of the "South-
ern work," appeared in the Review al/d
Herald during 1895 and 1896. In 1900
she held God's people partially account-
able for the continued suffering and sin
of the Black people.

"The Lord is grieved at the indiffer-
ence manifested by His professed fol-
lowers toward the ignorant and
oppressed colored people. If our people
had taken up this work at the close of the
Civil War, their faithful labor would
have done much to prevent the present

condition of suffering and sin." Manu-
script Releases, vol. 4, 17

As late as 1908 Ellen White still la-
mented that apparently little had been done
to help the Black race. Sec Gospel Herald,
November 1, 1908. It was not that nothing
had been done, but that the greatest burden
for the neglected work had been carried by
the prophet's son 1. Edson, as largely a
self-supporting worker.

In the 18805 and 18905 he operated
his own publishing company. In 1893 he
read his mother's appeal to the General
Conference leadership regarding the

neglected Southern work and set out to
respond. See Missiol/ to Black America,
Ronald Graybill. In 1894 wilh privately
raised money and labor, he built a
seventy-two-by-twelve-foot steamboat
and named it the Morning Star. By
January 1895 Edson and a small group
of associates arrived in Vicksburg, Mis-
sissippi, from Allegan, Michigan, on the
Morning Star.

During the next five years they
traveled the Yazoo River, working pri-
marily among the Black people, and
raising up churches and schools. In 1898
their "Southern Missionary Society"
was incorporated, enabling them to own
their own schools, churches and work-
ers' homes. See Seventh-day Adventist
Encyclopedia, 123S--1240. Also in 1898
the first issue of The Gospel Herald was
published. Over the next five years it
circulated religious articles, including
contributions from Ellen White. It con-
tained reports of the work, and solicited
funds for the various projects.

Owing to local persecution, the
headquarters of the work was moved in
1900 to Nashville, Tennessee. There in
1901 J. E. White's Gospel Herald Pub-
lishing Company and the Atlanta branch
of the Review and Herald Publishing
Association were merged to form the
Southern Publishing Association. The
Gospel Herald became an evangelistic
journal for the Southern states; then in

1903 it was absorbed by Southern Pub-
lishing Association's Southern Watch-
man which latcr became These Times.
See Sevel/th-day Advel/tist EI/cyclope-
dia,472

In July 1894 J. Edson White had
received missionary credentials, and,
while on his way down the Mississippi
River, he began receiving a slender
salary of eight dollars per week from the
General Conference. See Missiol/ to
Black America, 26, 37. It is not clear
whether this support continued per-
manently or not, but assistance through

the regular channels apparently made up
only a small portion of the total funds
required by the various projects.
As mentioned, the society'S ma-

gazine Gospel Herald was an avenue to
solicit funds. Ellen White wrote to her
son on August 14, 1898: "Whenever
other efforts to raise means fail, it is your
privilege to create an interest wherever
you can." Ibid., 113. The Sevelllh-day
Advelllist EI/cyclopedia lists his workers
as "self-supporting" and his organiza-
tion as "a volunteer project supported by
the sale of publications and by the con-
tributions from the church at large." See
ibid., 1238, 1419; see also Publishing
Ministry, nole to page 206. The defini-
tive biography of Ellen White states that
Edson White's Southern Missionary
Society "was almost entirely a self-
supporting work, carried on with ap-
proval of church leaders and with mini-
mal financial assistance." The Early
Elmshaven Years, 39

This self-supporting work by Edson
White is the work to which Ellen White
and others were "appointed by God" to
send tithes to in order to pay their minis-
ters. This policy is described in the
widely circulated "Watson letter." See
Manuscript Releases, vol. 2, 99-100;
The Ellen G. White Biography, vol. 5,
394--396; "Tithe Supplement,"Advelllist
Review, September 7, 1991, 13. Even
when the Southern Missionary Society
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When God's instructions regarding a certain
work are ignored, disobeyed or rejected, He
may resort to His reserve plan and place that
mission and burden upon those of His own
choosing

was acccptcd as a branch of thc dcnomi-
nation's Southern Union Conference, it
continued to finance its own work and
workers, including its ministers. See
Seventh-day Advemist Encyclopedia,
1239-1240

We learn some important concepts
from this cxpericnce of Edson White and
his Southern Missionary Society. When
God's instructions regarding a certain
work are ignored, disobeyed or rejected,
He may resort to His reserve plan and

place that mission and burden upon
those of His own choosing. With that
mission and commission goes the
authority to mobilize the workers and
the Lord's funds to carry out that work.
These concepts are reinforced by the
experience of the self-supporting work
at Madison, Tennessee.

By 1901 the work in Battle Creek
had strayed from the Lord's instructions
in many ways. Battle Creek Sanitarium
greatly exceeded in size God's counsels
for it. The large number of workers, in
addition to the workers, students and
interested families of the Review and
Herald Publishing Company, Battle
Creek College and the General Confer-
encc, created a congestion of saints
detrimental to their own welfare. For
ycars the prophetess had warned against
centralization. Excess congregation and
size in one area robbed other potential
sites for Adventist institutions and their
witness. See Testimonies, vol. 4, 649,
General Conference Bulle/in. 1903,31.
In 1898 Ellen White discussed the
"doubting, stubborn resistance" to the
light from the Lord to break up the
congestion at Bailie Creek. If they had
obeyed there would have by then been
twenty centers and twenty churches
rather than the one. See Manuscr;pt
Releases, vol. 13, 103-104

At the 1901 General Conference ses-
sion the servant of the Lord pointed out
that locating Battle Creek ColJege in
Battle Creek had been contrary to the

Lord's counscls from the beginning. As a
rcsult, thc typc of education desired of the
Lord had not been givcn. See General
Conference Bul/etin, 1901, 215-216.
Sehools were to be in the country, and
rather than giVing the form ofeducation of
the world, the students were to have a
work-study program with hands-on train-
ing in practical industries. There had been
cowardice in not implementing God's
plans for an all-around education. See
Manuscript Releases, vol. 8, 199-201

With the encouragement of the Lord's
servant, the delegates at the General Con-
ference session of 1901 not only voted for
the General Conference reorganization,
but also voted to move BailIe Creek
College to the country. The fall term of
school work that year began on 272 acres
of rural property near Berrien Springs,
Michigan. (Sevelllh-doy Advelllist Ency-
clopedia, 39; The EI/en G. White Biogra-
phy, vol. 5, 94). At the new location E. A.
Sutherland, president, and Percy Magan,
dean, led out in the development of a
training program "in harmony with the
instructiorts given by the Lord." Their
desire was that the school be "approved
by God." In spite of "swecping strides in
the right direction," (Spalding-Magan's
Unpublished Manuscript Testimonies of
EI/en G. White, 325-326), many ap-
parently were critical and condemnatory
of the carrying out of the Lord's plans. By
1904 the "sore" of opposition and discon-
tent led Sutherland and Magan to believe
that it would never be cured, and they
reached the conclusion that they could
"glorify God beller" by self-supporting
work in the South. See ibid., 356-357. On
learning of their decision, Ellen White
stated that she also believed it their duty to
lcave Berrien Springs, and that the Lord
would go with them to a place where they
would be appreciated. Sec ibid., 356

Wednesday morning, June 8, 1904,
found Ellen White on board Edson
White's boat the Morning Star with
Magan, Sutherland and others for the

purpose of scarching for an appropriate
location for a self-supporting school.
Their search along the Cumberland
River out of Nashville, Tennessee,
ended with the purchase of a four-
hundred-acre farm about nine miles
from Nashville. Magan and Sutherland
had desired to sellIe in an isolated loca-
tion, but Ellen White identified the farm
they eventually purchased as the one
"the Lord said you should have.II Mad;-
son. God's Beautiful Farm. Gish and
Christman, 27; sec Review and Herald,
vol. 5, 66

Once the decision to purchase the
farm selected by the Lord was made, the
group set to work to raise funds and
draw up an organization. Ellen White is
quoted as follows: "Now I want you to
know that I have been shown how this
school should be organized. It is not to
be organized like our older schools,
neither owned nor controlled like them. I
want you, Professor Magan, to go with
me, and we will get hold of an attorney
and we will get him to draw up the
papers and take it to the state authorities
and get the institution incorporated, and
I wilJ stay here until we get that done
and then I will go to California.

"I want you, Professor Sutherland, to
go north and sec if you can get enough
money to make the first payment on this
place [about $5,000] and we will allend
to the organization down here." James
Lee, A Compendhun on Outpost Evan-
gelism, 156

In regard to organization, it was
made clear that they were not to be
under the regular organization. "The
Southern Union Conference is not to
own or control you. You cannot turn
things over to them." Perey T. Magan
Diary, May 7, 1907, as quoted in James
Lee, ibid., 157. Sec also Manuscript
Releases, vol. 8, 202-203. To show her
personal support she accepted the invita-
tion to be a member of the board of
directors of the newly formed NashvilJe
Agricultural and Normal Institute, later
referred to as Madison. This board was
the only one on whieh she accepted
membership throughout her long years
of service. The Ellen G. White B;ogra-
phy, vol. 5, 347

Naturally this fact raised the ques-
tion in many minds of the eligibility of
self-supporting institutions to calJ for
funds from Seventh-day Adventist mem-
bers. Ellen White clarified that it was not
an issue of whether or not you were
approved, controlJed or owned by the
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The work that the laborers have accomplished at
Madison has done more to give a correct
knowledge ofwhat an all-round education means
than any other school that has been established by
Seventh-day Adventists in America

Conference, but whether or not you were
working in harmony with the Lord's
instruction.

"Some have entertained the idea that
because the school at Madison is not
owned by a Conference organization,
those who arc in charge of the school
should not be permitted to call upon our
people for the means that is greatly
nceded to carryon their work. This idea
needs to be corrected. In the distribution
of the money that comcs into the Lord's
treasury, you are entitled to a portion just
as verily as arc those connected with
other needy enterprises that arc carried
forward in harmony with the Lord's
instruction." Spalding-Magan's Unpub-
lished Manllscript Testimonies of Ellen
G. White, 411

Ellen White herself was very active in
soliciting funds for the Madison school
and its various endeavors. She solicited
from the general membership. SeeReview
and Herald, vol. 5, 67; Pacific Unian
Recorder, January 12, 1905. She even
solicited funds to be appropriated to the
work of Madison from several levels of
the Adventist organization. Thi' area of
fund raising included at least the South
Dakota Conference (see Spalding-

Unpublished Manuscript Tes-
timonies ofEllen G. White, 398--399), the
Southern Union Conference (see ibid.,
399-4(0) and even the General Confer-
ence. In January 1907 Ellen White wrote
the following to A. G. Daniels, president
of the General Conference:

"The workers who have been striv-
ing to carry out the mind and will of God
in Madison have not received the en-
couragement they should have had....
The brethren who have inOuence should
do all in their power to hold up the hands
of these workers by encouraging and
supporting the work of the Madison
schooL" Ibid., 395-3%

Not only was Madison to reccive
appropriations from the organization but
leadership was also not to be concerned
about funds being sent directly to the
self-supporting institution. Not all of the
Lord's means are to be handled by any
one agency or organization.

"The Lord works through various
agencies. If there are those who desire to
stcp into new fields and take up ncw lines
of labor, encourage them to do so.... Do
not worry lest some means shall go direct
to those who arc trying to do missionary
work in a quiet and effective way. AJI the
means is not to be handled by one agency
or organization." Ibid., 421

Ovcr the years Madison College sent
out hundreds of graduates from their
work-study program. They were trained
to be practical workers with skills in
agriculture, building, nursing, teaching
and Bible work. These graduates started
many self-supporting institutions, and
many entered denominational work. A
health-food factory and a sanitarium
were instituted in accordance with the
Lord's counsels. See Seventh-dIly Ad-
ventist Encyclopedia, 733-736. The
prophetess commended the training pro-
gram of Madison with the following
words:

"The work that the laborers have
aecomplished at Madison has donemore
to give a correct knowledge of what an
all-round education means than any
other school that has been established by
Seventh-day Adventists in America."
Manuscript Releases, vol. 11, 182

"If many more in other schools were
receiving a similar training, we as a
people would become a spectacle to the
world, to angels, and to men. The mes-
sage would quickly be earried to every
country, and souls now in darkness
would be brought to the light." Ibid., 193

"The Lord Jesus will always have a
chosen people to serve Him. When the
Jewish people rejected Christ, the Prince
of life, He took from them the kingdom
of God and gave it unto the Gentiles.
God will continue to work on this prin-
ciple with every branch of His work.
When a church proves unfaithful to the
Word of the Lord, whatever their posi-
tion may be, however high and sacred
their calling, the Lord can no longer
work with them. Others are then chosen
to bear important responsibilities." Ibid.,
vol. 14, 102

Sober words for sober times.
It should be clear that when the

counsels of the Lord arc ignored or
rejected in regard to how and where a
branch of His work is to be carried out,
Christ turns to His reserve plan for

church organization and authority. He
places the call, burden, and commission
upon the shoulders of those who will be
responsive to and supportive of His will.
Such ministries are truly supportive
ministries. It should be clear that those
who are operating in harmony with His
counsels are empowered and authorized
to receive and even solicit the Lord's
funds nceded to carry out that branch of
the work that the Lord has called them to
do.

How God has dealt with His people
in the past is sacred history. Ignorance or
rejection of it only leads to unnecessary
tension, discord and even further detri-
ment to the Lord's work. May God spare
us from such evils should be our prayer.

In our next article we turn our atten-
tion to God's plan for church organiza-
tion and authority when His visible
church has become confused in its spir-
itual beliefs. Is there a basis for inde-
pendent ministries whose primary em-
phasis is on doctrinal issues? Does God
have a reserve plan for handling unevaJ-
uated and undetected error in the very
heart of the work, when the shcep arc fed
a mixture of truth and error, and those

that object arc scatlered from the Oock?
May we humbly seck to know the Good
Shepherd's will. 0

To Be Continued
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A Clarification of

TfieSevtnth-lay Atfventist di.urcft
&

MnIIDn§lcrrnce§

SO many misrepresentations and falsehoods concerning the
ministry ofHope International are found in the November 5,
AdventistReview insert entitled,"Issues: The Seventh-day

Adventist Church and Certain Private Organizations," the book entitled
"Issues: The Seventh-day Adventist Church and Certain Private
Ministries," and the Newsbreak report entitled "NAD Action on
Private Organizations," in theAdventistReview, December 3, 1992,
that Hope International cannot, in good conscience, allow these false
accusations to remain unchallenged and unanswered.

Brothers and sisters, the book "Issues: Garified" has not been written
for the purpose of retaliation, self-justification or self-preservation. Nor
does this book claim infallibility on behalf ofHope International. This
book does reject unequivocally the charge that forms the thesis of all
three sources mentioned above, that Hope International is unnecessarily divisive and that we have started our own
church.

The book "Issues: Clarified" has been written for the following three reasons:
1. 10 accurately and thoroughly cklrify the many false charges made against this ministry from the above-
mentioned sources.
2. 10 cklrify from the Bible and the Spirit of Prophecy the one and only basis for church authority and unity.
3. To cklrifywhat are the real issues and problems facing the Seventh-day Adventist Church.
In addition to a point-by-point clarification of specific accusations leveled against Hope International the book "Issues:
Garified" also includes the following:

-Appendix A: "ADeclaration of the Fundamental Principles TaUght and Practiced by Seventh-day Adventists" Battle Creek, Michigan, 1872
•Appendix B: "Apos1asy in God's Church"; "Annual Oluncil 1973/1974AppeaJs"; "God's Plan forHisHealth Work" •Appendix C: "The
Nature ofChrist"; '''Ibe New Testament View ofQuist"; "Is It Essential, or Nonessential?"; 'vrbe Baker Letter"; "AnAnalysis of the Baker
Letter" - Appendix D: "The Victorious life and How to Obtain It"; "Perfection in Christ" • Appendix E: "Historic Roots ofthe New
TheolOgy"; "Dealing With the New Theology"; "The Scourge ofLegalism" •Appendix F: 'The Real Shaking ofAdventism"; "Separation
andUnity" -AppendixG: "Elijah the TlShbite"; '''The Voice of Stem Rebuke"; "Carmel"; "Jeremiah"; " Approaching Doom"; all by Ellen G.
White -Appendix II: 'The End-Tune Church"; "GodHas a Church" •Appendix I: Various important letters and documentation from
around the world.

"Issues: Clarified"
Available from Hope International for only $4.95 (U.S. dollars) plus 15% postage
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